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(.AHItlElt OBSERVER
—“THAT THY WAY MAY BE KNOWN UPON EARTH, THY SAVING HEALTH AMONG ALL NATIONS.”
VOL,. VI. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 1836. NO. 34.
GEORGE AV MYERS, PRINTER.
From the Sunday School Journal.
THE FIRST DEATH.
“ It is not a little interesting to remark, how the first 
blood which stained the earth was that of a sacrifice, and 
the first idea which the forefather of our race would have 
of death, was derived from that of a victim, slain to prefi­
gure him who was afterwards to abolish death, and bring 
life and incorruption to light by the gospel.”—Symington 
on Atonement, p. 116.
As yet no grasp of death was known,
No lamentation o’er a tomb ;
No lacerated corpse had thrown 
Its gore on Eden’s virgin bloom.
For all was life’s consummate flower
In guiltless man’s primeval bower.
Changed is his Jot! He sins, he dies,
Plucked is the bane; Death mounts his throne
’Tis a new thought in Paradise,
Man shudders at a fate unknown.
Death is the threatening—what is death?
The answer would have sealed his breath.
Blest are the graces of our God,
Smiles play beneath his awful frown;
The aim which brandishes the rod 
Drops messages of mercy down,
And wipes the tear from sinful eyes
By pointing to a sacrifice.
For see, a snowy lamb, that nigh
Gambols in dreadless innocence—.
The little victim straight must die
By the same hands which wrought offence.
Appalled—reluctant—Adam still
Pierces its heart—’tis Heaven’s will.
Ah, hapless souls! A stifled moan
Bursts, as blood gushes out amain;
This sinless current must atone,
In type, for man’s more crimson stain.
That throe, that spasm, that yielded breath,
That silence, after pangs, is Death.
Thus to the guilty pair a sign
More pregnant far, than words is given,
To show how deadly, how malign,
Is sin, before the eye of Heaven
Death enters nature like a flood,
But Life is figured by that blood. J. W. A.
THE OBSERVER
For the Gambier Observer.
Sacred Harmony, or Elegant Extracts of Sa­
cred Music, By W. Nash, Director of Music
at St. Paul's, Cincinnati, 1836. 52 pages
4to.
That sacred Music both as a science and an 
art, has very considerably advanced in this coun­
try within the last twenty-five years, will not be 
denied by any one who has had the opportunity 
of forming an opinion on the subject. It is un­
questionably a fact that great efforts have been 
made in various quarters by professional musi­
cians and by Amateurs to elevate the standard 
of Church music, and render this delightful 
and indispensible part of public worship more 
agreeable, edifying and useful. Whether the re­
sults have on the whole corresponded to the ex­
ertions that have been made, or to the impor­
tance of the subject, we will not stop to in­
quire. It is certain, however, that there is 
still much room for improvement, and that in 
this western country in particular, special ef­
forts are necessary on the part of the friends of 
religion to correct the prevailing taste and pro­
mote a love for sacred music.
A great change has taken place in tbe whole 
manner of conducting church Psalmody within 
the last quarter of a century. Previous to this 
it was very unusual to meet with a select choir 
of singers in an Episcopal Church. The Or­
ganist alone, or in company only with the Par­
ish Clerk, occupied the Orchestra, while the 
Congregation followed the leading of the organ 
as well as they could. At this period, little, we 
confess, could be said in commendation, of our 
Church Psalmody. The Tunes in use were 
generally good, and well adapted to the use of 
the Sanctuary, consisting principally of the 
Old melodies, such as St. Martin’s, Mear, Wells 
&c. but the execution was for the most part in 
bad taste and in bad time. The kind of music pop­
ular at this time among most other denominations 
of Christians was as unlike in all its essential fea­
tures to the grave and stately service of our own 
Church as it well could have been. Though 
destitute of the grand requisites of good Church 
music, it possessed some redeeming qualities. 
By the irregularity of its movements and the 
animation of its style, it arrested the attenti-on 
and afforded pleasure to the congregation. The 
fugues of our fathers, however, have passed 
away, and their place is happily supplied by mu­
sic of a very different character, in which the 
excellences of the earlier styles of composition 
are combined.
At the time to which I have alluded, a new 
era commenced as to the mode of conducting 
this part of public worship, as well as in respect 
to the character and style of the music perform­
ed. This was occasioned by the introduction 
of select choirs of singers into the Orches­
tra.
The design of this charge was not to super­
cede the Congregation in the performance of 
sacred music, but only to assist it. The prac­
tical operation of the measure has been, howev­
er, to confine the singing in a great degree to 
the choir and thus to change in one of its es­
sential features the character of the service.— 
It will not, we think, be denied by any one, 
certainly no Episcopalian will be disposed to 
deny, that the public worship of Almighty God 
in all its parts should be as social as possible.— 
This is a characteristic feature of all our Lit­
urgical services, and it ought undoubtedly to 
be extended to the psaimody of the Sanctuary. 
Accordingly we are pleased to observe an in­
creasing desire in many of our Churches to pro­
mote Congregational singing. We can per­
ceive no insuperable obstacle in the way of the 
harmonious union of the Congregation and the 
choir in the vocal celebration of God’s praise. 
But in order to effect such a union, an effort 
must be made on the part of the former to ac­
quire such a practical knowledge of music as to 
qualify them to join audibly in this service to 
the edification of others. The chief design of 
sacred vocal music in the Church is not to af­
ford entertainment to the congregation, nor to
gratify the personal feelings of anyone who may 
choose to lift up his voice in the assembly, nor 
to afford relief to the minister , nor to diversify 
the religious exercises of the house of God so 
as to prevent weariness. It is to produce a 
moral impression on the hearts of the worship­
ping congregation. Whenever therefore the 
performance is of such a character, whether 
through the fault of the choir or of the con­
gregation, as to fail of producing this effect, it 
is in a great measure useless.
Subordinate and comparatively unimportant 
ends may be attained, but the grand object will 
not be secured. Now it can hardly admit of a 
doubt that this object can be best attained by 
the united voices of a well trained choir and 
Congregation, the latter being sufficiently in­
structed in the principles of music to join in this 
ssrvice without occasioning jaring and discord. 
We have no doubt that a large majority in ev- 
erycongregation, if seasonably and properly in­
structed, might be taught to sing so as to join 
with effect in the'musicof the Sanctuary. But 
if Congregational singing in our Churches ever 
becomes pleasing to the ear, and influential over 
the feelings of the heart, it must be by the ear­
ly and assiduous attention of the rising genera­
tion to the subject. When we consider how 
valuable an instrument music may be made of 
advancing the gj^ry of God, ought not Chris­
tian parents to £*mbrace every opportunity of 
promoting a taste for it ir. their children, and 
should not the ministers of the Gospel take the 
lead in encouraging every effort to advance the 
theoretical and practical knowledge of it among 
the people of their charge.
I he Psalmody of the Sanctuary consists of 
two kinds, prosaic and metrical. The origin of 
the latter cannot be traced back farther than 
to the period of the Reformation. Previous to 
this the music of the Christian Church had ever 
been prosaic, as was that also of the Jewish 
Church from her first establishment. Metrical 
Psalmody was introduced into the Church of 
England from Geneva by those who had fled to 
Switzerland during the Marian persecution.—
It never was allowed, however, to supplant 
prosaic psalmody in the worship of the Episco­
pal Church, as in the Churches of other denom­
inations of Christians.
In the mother Church of England and in her 
daughter in America it has continued to hold 
only a subordinate place. Among us Prosaic 
psalmody with the exception of an occasional 
anthem, has been confined almost exclusively 
to the Episcopal Church from the first settle­
ment of the country. The good old puritans 
had no more taste for the music than they had 
for the Liturgy of the Church of England. Of 
late, however, chanting appears to be obtaining 
favour among their descendants, and Chants 
now find a place in most of the Ciillectionsof 
sacred mueic published in New England.
There has been a decided improvement in 
the arrangement and adaptation of the words to 
the music of chants within the last fifteen or 
twenty years. Previous to this, Chanting was 
conducted in our Churches according to the ar­
rangement adopted by Rev. Ur, Wm. Smith in 
his collection of Chants. Dr. Smith was both a 
scientific and practical musician, and deserves 
to be held in grateful remembrance for bis ma­
ny and successful efforts to promote prosaic 
psalmody in our Churches. He seems, howev­
er, to have overlooked the simple fact that 
Chanting is but musical reading, or reading to a 
tune, and that consequently the words should be 
adapted to the music, in such a manner as to 
give them, when sung, the accent and empha­
sis of a good reader in pronouncing them. His 
arrangement of the words was exceedingly ob­
jectionable as promoting a dull, measured, mo­
notonous delivery, wholly destructive of the'ef- 
fect which this species of psalmody is adapted 
to produce. The first book of Chants publish­
ed in this country with reference to the proper 
division of the words was a compilation by Rev. 
Wm. A. Muhlenburg, then assistant minister of 
the associate Episcopal Churches in Philadel­
phia. This publication was soon followed by a 
similar compilation at Boston, edited by Rev. 
Dr. J. M. Wainwright. This work, in the pre­
paration of which Dr. Wainwright was assisted 
by Dr. G. K. Jackson, organist of Trinity 
Church, Boston, who also enriched it with sev­
eral original compositions of great merit, has 
been of essential service in promoting a correct 
taste in the manner of conducting this part of 
our public service.
In 1831 Ch. A. Zeuner, organist of St. Paul’s 
Church, Boston, published his “Church music 
consisting of New and Original Anthems, Mo­
tets and Chants.” This is the most elaborate 
as well as original publication of the kind that 
has yet appeared in America. The Anthems 
and Chants which it contains, are of a high or­
der of composition, and display great musical 
talents and extensive information in the author, 
as do also his other publications, of which 
“The Ancient Lyre” is on the whole the best 
collection of Metrical Psalmody, we think, that 
is anywhere to be met with. The compositions, 
however, of his “Church Music are too intri­
cate and difficult of execution ever to be ex­
tensively introduced into our country Churches.
The latest publication of Chants which we 
have seen, is the one whose title is placed at the 
head of this article. We confess that we are 
highly pleased at the appearance of so merito­
rious a publication as this, west of the Allegha 
nies and in our own diocese. I he work consists 
partly of Chants for the full Episcopal service, 
and partly of Psalm and Hymn Tunes. Ihe 
Psalm Tunes are selected with taste and judg­
ment, and we think that we can perceive an im­
provement in the arrangement of the harmony of 
several of the Old Tunes. We should have been 
better pleased it the old names had been suffered 
to retain their places. The Chants, which com­
pose the more important part of the work, are 
partly original and partly selected. ihe melo­
dies are for the most part simple, pleasing and 
easy of execution. The principal improvement 
in this work over others of a similar character 
is the printing of the emphatic words in italics’
This arrangement we have no doubt will mate­
rially assist choirs in giving proper effect to the 
sentiments they utter and secure a uniform mode 
of reading the sentences. We hope that this 
attempt to advance the cause of sacred music 
among us will receive the encouragement it de­
serves. J. M.
From the Christian Watchman.
IS CONVICTION OF SIN ESSENTIAL.
The reply to this question is ably discussed 
in the following remarks, which we extract from 
a notice of Rev. Mr. Abbot’s works, and which 
is published in the N. Y. Theological Review 
for March, 1836.
We regret to see that Mr. Abbot has repre­
sented conviction of sin as a useless and guilty 
struggle against duty. The old divines suppos­
ed, that the sinner must feel his obligations, be­
fore he would comply with them, and see the 
insufficiency of his own righteousness, and his 
need of a Saviour before he would embrace 
him. They represented conviction of sin as 
such a sense of the need of the Gospel as pre­
pared for its reception. Had they ever used 
language which implied, that this conviction 
was matter of duty, we should think such lan­
guage not sufficiently exact. But still, though 
not duty itself, conviction of sin is such a sense 
of it, as always accompanies the faithful and 
successful enforcement of the claims of the law; 
it is the law of God reaching the conscience, 
and extorting an unwilling acknowledgment of 
the justness ofits claims and its penalty. When 
the subtleties on moral agency- are laid: when 
in preaching repentance, the herald of salvation 
presses the claims of the law: urges the sinner 
to take it as a measure with whichito gothrough 
all his past life, and by this, learning what is 
the nature and extent ot his guilt, to ascertain 
and fulfil his obligations of repentance; if the 
conscience be reached at all, conviction of sin 
will be the result, repentance may. Conviction 
ot sin darts a ray of light through all the doc­
trines of the Gospel, mosti ot our objections 
against these are, in some sense or other, but 
so many objections against the claims of the 
Jaw, they originate in the heart rather than the 
understanding. Conviction of sin leads the sin­
ner to transfer all blame fromGod and his law to 
himself; teaches him at the same time, his obli­
gations, his depravity; and his dependence, the 
corruption of his heart, (which, by use of meta­
phor only,we call his weakness,)and the need of 
Divine grace to sanctify it. The sinner finds, 
that the only reason why he doubted the pro­
priety and reasonableness of these doctrines, 
w as his ignorance of himself.
The law is to be used, not only to enforce 
repentance; but also as a schoolmaster to bring 
men to Christ. Concience, once awakened, ac- 
knowfeilyes ncit only rlie jiistice of tile rlnimc 
of*the law; but the-* justice of., its penalty.— 
Where it is reached, there is not only a sense 
of violated obligations, butan instinctive dread 
of the threatened penalty.
The sinner enters into the feelings of the law­
giver; his heart feels a truth to which before his 
understanding only gave a cold assent,—that 
sin is hateful and deserves its threatened pun­
ishment. He feels that the least of the blessings 
he enjoys, is infinitely beyond his deserts.— 
Repentance to such one may bring new feelings 
hut this alone can never bring comfort. To the 
sinner, who views the law as just in its penalty, 
no truth can be proposed, in his view, demand­
ing a higher exertion ol faith, than that he 
should ever be received to heaven, and when 
i made spiritually acquainted with the character 
of God, he can receive his testimony concern­
ing his Son, and lay hold on his promises, he 
puts forth the highest imaginable efforts of faith. 
The convicted sinner thus finds it difficult to be­
lieve that God will pardon him from mercy: 
the unconvicted sinner on the contrary, always 
finds it perfectly easy to claim the pardon of 
his sins (which he really considers only as infir­
mities) from a presumption on the justice ot 
God; and his presumption is his ruin. This 
presumption, or secret depeudance on his own 
righteousness, is a most subtle principle, and 
cannot be banished from the mind till the law 
reaches the conscience, and shows the sinner 
that his condemnation is just.
The sinner, who has been taught by the law 
the corruption of his heart, and the justness of 
his condemnation, and has found in Christ mer­
cy to pardon and grace to sanctify, experiences 
a joy and peace in believing, and feels a love 
and gratitude towards his Saviour, which no 
language can express. We cannot but think, 
that if we were more faithful in pressing the 
claims of the law, Christians would be more re­
markable for their love and gratitude to the Sa­
viour; would more frequently and more warmly 
celebrate his mercy, and would enter more ful­
ly into those magnificent descriptions of the 
love of Christ which so abound in the sacred 
Epistles.
We cannot but think that Mr. Abbot has 
treated the great subject ofrepentance in a very 
superficial manner. To urge on the young 
man the prospect of usefulness, or on parents 
the good of children, as motives to repentance, 
and pass so lightly over the great Scripture to­
pics, must produce erroneous impiessions. lie 
says also, “Where the duty of humbly confess­
ing their sins to God (i. e. of repenting) is clear­
ly brought before them, there is often so great 
a desire to continue in sin, that a veiy painful 
struggle continues for some time. Now this 
struggle is all our own fault. Is it, we would 
ask, a struggle to do duty, or a struggle not to 
do it? Is duty so much a matter of inclination 
with the carnal heart, that it costs it a struggle 
to neglect it? Or, if duty be not delightful to 
those in the flesh, is it still so easy to yield spir­
itual obedience, that it is matter of wonder that 
it should cost them a struggle? If such lan­
guage be not artfully ambiguous, we think it 
positively heretical. Pelagius could say no 
more. One would suppose that it would cost 
a person something togive up his goods to feed 
the poor and his body to be burned; yet the 
language ot the apostle Paul would imply, that
a person might be more willing to do this, than 
to give his heart to God. But it is common to 
give the impression, and to use language which 
naturally conveys it, not only that repentance 
is a duty, which all grant, but that it is the eas­
iest thing imaginable: and the sinner, conclud­
ing that he can repent any time, at his leisure, 
is induced to procrastinate.
Of late, it has been too customary to consid- 
ergrowth in grace, and doing good, as synony­
mous terms. The great subjects of keeping 
the heart, and Christian morals, have fallen in­
to neglect. Religion and philanthropy seem to 
be regarded by many as the same thing. Mr. 
Abbot has very justly censured this, but still 
we regret to see, that he has inculcated growth 
in grace as a means of usefulness. There seems 
to be something preposterous in this. We think 
too, that he has but superficially explained, and 
weakly enforced, the duty. Perseverance in 
holiness requires that a person aim to have eve­
ry action regulated by a sense of duty, and 
every affection subjected to the Divine precepts; 
i. e. to have a conscience void of offence to­
wards God and roan. Any thing else is down­
right Antinomianism,—a rejection of the au­
thority of that law which claims to govern eve­
ry voluntary action and prescribe its motive.— 
To grow in grace implies, that we make it our 
great employment in life to increase in confor­
mity to the law: and every other business subor­
dinate, and, ifpossible, subservient to this; that 
a man work out his own salvation with fear and 
trembling.
We think that Mr. Abbot has not given that 
importance to the subject of the means of grace 
which we should have expected from a teacher 
of practical piety. The tendencies of the age 
are such that a person might venture to urge 
this topic with the greater vehemence, without 
danger of forming the ascetic or mystic. Where 
the religion of the heart and life, spiritual reli­
gion and Christian morals, have both had their 
proper importance assigned them, Christians 
have not been apt to neglect either the duties 
of the closet, or the duties of life. In our re­
marks we refer to the private means of grace,— 
the religion of the closet, private prayer, medi­
tation, and reading of the Scriptures, upon 
which the more public means are dependent 
for their influence. The importance of these, 
perhaps, is too seldom urged from the pulpit.— 
Certainly the influence of the greit reliance 
which is now felt on the public and extraordi­
nary is much to be suspected, while the private 
duties, on which these others depend for their 
success, are so generally neglected. How sel­
dom we see the closet Christian, fond of retire­
ment, full of the scruples of a tender conscience 
an epistle of Christ, known and read of all men, 
a living demonstration of the excellency and 
power of religion, and unanswerable proof that 
there is a reality in religion, and that neither 
Avorldly nor human powers can form the true 
Christian.
While we rejoice in the appearance of these 
works as a novel and successful attempt to re­
commend practical religion from the press, still 
we think them somewhat superficial; far inferior 
in evangelical simplicity of doctrine and senti­
ment to the late works of Philip and Miss Fry, 
and very far inferior to the practical writings of 
Doddridge, Baxter, Flavel, and others. It is 
chiefly as they tend to take the place of the last 
mentioned works, that we have ventured to pass 
our opinion upon them. The doctrinal defects 
of these works, which have already given a 
turn to their popularity in England, must se­
riously impair their usefulness in this country. 
In our opinion, Mr. Abbot has succeeded far 
better in piesenting the evidences of natural and 
revealed religion, and in managing the argu­
ment in favor of revelation from analogy, than 
as a teacher of practical piety and Christian 
truth.
In concluding our remarks, we shall offer no 
apology for having pointed out blemishes in 
these popular works, and make no profession 
of the motives which hav6 led us to the dis­
charge of this duty. A professed regard to 
the good of the community is of little advan­
tage to one who presumes, however obliquely, 
to censure its taste; or correct its opinions.
EXTRACT FROM THE ADDRESS OF BISH 
OP MOORE
To the Convention of Virginia, May, 1836.
Dear Brethren:—Several years have elaps­
ed since I have had it in my power to meet you 
in Convention. Blessed, however with better 
health than I have enjoyed for a great length 
of time; and that inability to travel produced 
by the complaint under which I laboured, being 
in a great measure removed, I am again favor­
ed with an opportunity of uniting with you in 
the Legislative Council of the Church : and of 
assuring you of my parental affection and res­
pect. The satisfaction which swells my bosom 
on this occasion is sensibly increased, brethren, 
by seeing around me a few of those with whom 
I became acquainted at my first entrance in­
to the Diocess; men, who took the Church by 
the hand in her season of the greatest decrep­
itude; and who have been spared to witness the 
blessing of God on their efforts; and to behold 
the Zion they loved in her distress now stripped 
of her weeds, and rejoicing in the God of her 
salvation.
[The Bishop’s statement of Episcopal acts, 
possessing chiefly a local interest are here 
omitted. J
I cannot permit this opportunity to pass over 
without again commending to the attention of 
the clergy and members of our communion in 
Virginia, the religious paper published in Rich­
mond by tbe Rev. William F. Lee.
While the members of other societies consid­
er a weekly paper conducive to their advance­
ment and information, I indulge a hope that 
the members of tbe Episcopal Church in Vir­
ginia will not permit the Southern Churchman 
to languish for the want of due twicouragement. 
I take the liberty, therefore, of recommending 
to the Convention the propriety of considering 
what steps may be taken to extend its circula-
tion, for, unless it should be better sustained it 
must shortly be discontinued. If each clergy­
man would use his best efforts to obtain a few 
subscribers, the efforts made by Mr. Lee, with 
the ability he manifests as the editor of the work 
would insure the paper success. It is a periodi­
cal, brethren, which would prove eminently use­
ful in extending the interests of our communion 
by exhibiting to the view of the people, the 
purity of our doctrines and worship; and by an 
exhibition also, of that charity, which ’ dis­
tinguishes the Church at whose sacred altars 
we serve.
The afflicting dispensation of Providence, 
with which the Rev. Thomas Jackson was visit­
ed the last autumn, has deprived the Church 
of the labors of an able Divine, and an excel­
lent preacher but while the Church in this Dio- 
cess has just reason to lament the suspension 
of his usefulness, it is myself,brethren, who feel 
most sensibly the privation. Mr. Jackson was 
my immediate assistant in the ministry; we went 
up to the house of God as friends and took sweet 
counsel together.
Too far advanced in life to suffer any feelings 
but those of friendship to take possession of our 
bosoms, it was our mutual endeavor to bear 
each other’s burthens, and by the interchange 
of good offices to render the path of duty a 
delight. In a moment apparently of the most 
perfect health, he was arrested by a disease, un­
der the effects of which he still labors, and I 
am left for the present alone to discharge the 
duties of a very numerous congregation. This 
state of things, however, I have reason to hope 
will soon be changed, and by the aid of ano­
ther assistant brought within a compass more 
suitable to my advanced years.
I have received from the Secretary of the 
General Convention notice of some matters 
submitted by that body to the consideration of 
the Diocesan Conventions, all of which I shall 
place at your disposal. The alteration recom­
mended by the General Convention, in some 
parts of the services of the Church, I have re­
frained from adopting myself and have thought 
it most proper to submit the subject to your 
consideration. It will be remembered, how­
ever that the alterations to which I allude, have 
not been positively prescribed by the Church, 
but are only recommended.
Since the last Convention the Rev. Mr. 
Slaughter has received the usual credentials 
and removed from the Diocess: and the Rev. 
Mr. Doughan and the Rev. Mr. Harthavepre- 
sented to me letters dimissory, from the Bi­
shops of Maryland and New York, and located 
themselves in Virginia.
During the past year an occasion has occured 
in which I was called to perform an act of ec­
clesiastical discipline. Some impropriety of 
conduct having been charged upon one of our 
Presbyters, a Council of Presbyters was sum­
moned to inquire into the circumstances of the 
case, who recommended a short suspension from 
ministerial duty; which suspension was complied 
with, and being now removed, he is commend­
ed to the affection and confidence of his bre­
thren and the Church; there having been noth­
ing in the fact committed, which ought to have 
an injurious effect on his future ministry.
Having thus discharged the duty which the 
Canons ot the Church required at my hands, I 
conclude with my sincere prayer to God, that 
our deliberations may be such, as will be ap­
proved by the Almighty, and made conducive 
to the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom.
FROM THE REPORT
Of the Rt. Rev. William Meade, Assistant
Bishop of Virginia, to the Convention assem­
bled in Fredericksburg, May VSth, 1836.
Dear Brethren and Friends:—The brief 
narrative of my labors during the past year 
must commence, as usual, with those interest­
ing Sabbath exercises, which always occur the 
day after our Conventional proceedings are 
closed. It is always our endeavor, you well 
know, to have as little of mere business and le­
gislation, and as much as possible of religious 
exercises during the whole time of our meet­
ing and thus it is that our hearts are the better 
prepared for tbe interesting solemnities of the 
Sabbath. On that day, we are nearly all toge­
ther in one temple, taking our several parts in 
scenes, which can only be surpassed by those 
of heaven, for which they are so happily prepar­
atory. On the day of which I now speak, you 
remember how we met at an early hour in the 
morning, to hear the solemn vows of those, who 
in the rite of confirmation renewed the baptism­
al covenant by which their parents and spon­
sors had bound them to the Lord. At that 
time in the midst of many faithful prayers and 
sympathetic hearts, 41 persons received the im­
position of hands and such feeble exhortation 
to a life of holiness as I was enabled to give.— 
And may God, by his abundant grace enable 
them to fulfill all they promised and to follow 
after the counsel which was given to them.—• 
At the usual hour we again assembled to en­
gage in other holy ordinances. After prayers 
offered up in the excellent words ot our service 
and the word faithfully preached, I admitted to 
the order of the Priesthood, the Rev. Mr. Nel­
son and the Rev. Mr. Ward, and to the order 
of Deacon, Messrs. Sale, Cofer, and Smith. 
Our evening exercises closed, as usual, with 
that affectionate farewell which brothers in 
Christ and fellow-laborers in the Gospel delight 
to take, when they are called to separate to 
their various scenes of duty for another year.
*****
The time of our General Convention was now
approaching. The 19‘,h of August was the day 
appointed but I was not able to reach there 
until the 21st, in consequence of the ill health 
of Mrs. Meade, which made it doubtful whe- 
therr I should attend at all. The proceedings 
of this meeting, which continued for two weeks 
have been spread before the public and need 
not be dwelt upon by me. Measures of great 
importance were proposed and adopted with 
the unanimity which usually marks our deliber-
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ative and legislative assemblies. Whether they 
were all'sufficiently considered and care u y 
matured for safe and efficient execution, my 
be matter of doubt, but as they were more 
signed, being intended for the''?d^rngdom, and 
Tapid diffusion of the Red.e®tVar fajthful prayers 
were no doubt accompanied y and ghould 
to God for his bRss“?^’ make them all con- 
certainly pray, that he’
tribute to the good of his 
fare of mankind
Church and the wel-
* * *
Thes* labors being ended, it was now time for
‘to return to the duties of that pastoral re­
lation, which I had undertaken towards the 
congregation in Norfolk. On the last week in 
October, I left Frederick for that place,_ and 
passing through Alexandria, spent the Sabbat 1 
in the Churches of that place, preaching in both 
of them. On the first Sunday in November, I 
entered anew on the discharge of paioc na u 
ties in Christ Church, Norfolk, and have been 
enabled by the blessing of Providence, to per­
form them all without the least interruption by 
sickness for the last 6 months. During this 
time, I went twice to Richmond, on matters re- 
quiring conference with Bishop Moore, and on 
one ofthose preached repeatedly in the Church- 
es there. I have also visited Old Point Comfort 
once, and preached six times in Portsmouth.—
1 had intended to visit the Eastern Shore; and 
indeed, had actually appointed meetings in the 
congregation in Northampton and Accomack, 
but was unable to get over the bay, in the first 
place, by reason of the packet s sailing at an ear­
lier time than was notified, and then by the in­
clemency of the weather. Other visits 1 should 
have made to the neighbouring congregations 
in Gloucester, Williamsburgh, Smithfield, Suf­
folk and Princess Anne, but it pleased Provi­
dence to forbid it by the continued and increas­
ing indisposition of my wife, whom I could not 
leave for the last few months without a sacrifice 
of feeling, which I am sure my brethren would 
not ask at my hands. My time, however, has 
been fully occupied by the claims of the large 
congregation which has been entirely cast upon 
my care, and also by some services to the con­
gregation ofSt. Paul’s Church in Norfolk whose 
hopes and zeal I have endeavored to cherish, 
until they can get some one to take the over­
sight of them.
In the midst of painful uncertainty, as to the 
issue of that on which so much of my earthly 
happiness depends, I have been cheered not 
merely by the unsurpassed kindness of the peo­
ple in Norfolk but by the hope that my labours 
among them have not been unblest. Since I 
have been there, between forty and fifty have 
been added to the Church and I trust to the 
Lord; 18 were confirmed on Easter Monday, 
all of whom then partook, and some of them 
had before partaken of the Lord's supper. I 
hope, ere long, to have the aid of a brother, 
who will shortly, if the Lord permit, be clothed 
after the forms of our Church, with authority to 
minister among us.
And now, my brethren, as to the services 
which are to be expected of me during the sea­
son upon which we have entered, and which I 
have sacredly consecrated to Episcopal visita­
tion, I am unable to say more, than that I am 
in the hands of God, to do with as he pleases. 
Perhaps if we are permitted to meet together 
again, J may have very little to tell you of 
Episcopal duties performed during the present 
summer. There are claims of a private nature 
which may sometimes be permitted to take the 
place of more public duties. Such claims are 
now pressing heavily upon me, and I beg an 
interest in the prayers of all the brethren and 
friends here assembled, that I may be enabled 
now and always to do and suffer the will of God, 
in the spirit of our once suffering and now ex­
alted Saviour.
Your faithful and affectionate brother and 
servant in the Lord,
W. MEADE,
Assistant Bishop of Virginia.
man was of the lowest cast, none of the mem­
bers of his tribe would hold intercourse with 
him, and he was cast forth a w anderer where he 
could find none but such as were laboring un­
der a similar infliction, who felt any sympathy 
in his wretchedness. Nothing can be more 
melancholy than the thought of a human crea­
ture so situated. Not only an outcast from gen­
eral society but shunned even by the most de­
graded of his tribe, he has no home, but such 
as he makes for himself, apart from the haunts 
of men who frequentlydrive him into the jungles 
where he becomes a prey of wild beasts; or 
when he refuses to withdraw himself beyond the 
remotest neighborhood of human habitation, 
in violation of every law both human and di­
vine, the members of his own family will fre­
quently put the wretched creature to a cruel 
death. So attached are the Hindoos to life 
generally, which they consider upon any terms, 
the greatest boon of heaven, that they seldom 
relinquish it by a voluntary death except when 
the fanaticism, which with them is a positive 
frenzy, urges them to some deed of self immo­
lation in order to obtain the immediate posses­
sion of an immortality of bliss.— But although 
these actsof frantic devotion are notuncommon, 
yet the circumstances of Hindoos, putting them­
selves to death merely to get rid of the burthen 
of a sorrowful existence is comparatively rare. 
The leper will bear about with him the curse 
of his leprosy with all its attendant miseries, 
and pour forth his complaints to the unconscious 
winds; yet even in the midst of privations and 
bodily sufferings which it is appalling to con­
template he will endure his load of misery and 
cling to life with a pertinacity scarcely to be 
conceived.— The Oriental Annual.
shall have great pleasure in communicating any
information in my power, with regard to t ie 
details of itinerating libraries.
I am, sirs, your most obedient servant,
John Croumbie Brown. 
Tract Soc. House, $th May, 1836.Am.
A LEPER;—AFFECTING SCENE- 
A day or two after our arrival at Bombay,
I was strolling about sunset on the beach of 
Colaba—a small island separated from Bombay 
only when the tide rises, by a narrow creek, 
the passage being perfectly dry at low water— 
when my attention was arrested by a peculiar 
object. A man approached me in the constane 
of the lowest orders having only a cloth wrap­
ped round his loins. I could not help being 
forcibly attracted by his appearance. His skin 
was perfectly white,as white as chalk; and when 
he came near me I perceived that it seemed 
glazed as if it had been seared with a hot iron. 
His hair, for he wore no turban, was precisely 
the color of his skin and hung in long strips upon 
his lean and withered shoulders. Ilis eyes, 
excepting only the pupils, of a dull, murky red, 
and he directed them perpetually towards the 
ground as if the light was painful to him, which 
upon inquiry, I discovered to be the case. His 
gait was slow and tottering, and his limbs were 
shrunk to a state of attenuation quite ghastly. 
His ribs were so prominent that they might be 
counted at the distance of several yards, and 
the whole anatomical developement was so sin­
gularly conspicuous that he seemed to stand 
before me a living skeleton. He did not, at 
first venture to approach within several yards 
of me. I advanced but he gently retreated be­
seeching me to give a miserable man a few nie­
ces to save him from death, as he was an ob­
ject of universal scorn, and an outcast from his 
tribe. His supplication was piteously implor­
ing.
He bid me not come near him as he was a 
polluted creature, against whom the hand of 
every one was raised, and for whom there was 
no pity.
By speaking kindly to him, I in a short time 
obtained his confidence,when he stood still and 
allowed me to stand close beside him. —I asked 
reason of Ilis extraordinary appearance, 
to the T ™ethat he .had been for years a martyr
had leftupo°nhim?hlhhthOag5 at length CUred’ 
lution. The very huof’"ef"ed,ab,e pol- 
from a brown to a cad°v ‘ sk"\had changed 
and no one could mistake 3i?d f'ckly white 
leper. In India, lepers are hel.n, been a 
of the Deity; they are in consequpr,6 accu.rsed 
sally shunned, and many yearly die in*5 Un'Yer’ 
state ofdestitution truly deplorable, n?1
universal abandonment to which their dreadf i 
visitation exposes them. Though this p0Q,.
From the New York Observer, 
ITINERATING LIBRARIES.
We commend to the perusal of our readers 
the following letter from the Rev. Mr. Brown, 
English missionary in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
Mr. Brown, as we have elsewhere stated, is a 
grandson of the celebrated John Brown, of Had 
dington, a circumstance which will make him 
known extensively to the Christian public. The 
plan of itinerating libraries, to which he here 
calls our attention,strikes us as remarkably sim 
pie and ingenious; and we hope will be introduc­
ed into the United States. We see no reason 
why it is not at least as well adapted to our 
country as to the countries where, the letter 
informs us, the experiment has been successful­
ly tried.
To the Editors of the New York Observer. 
Gentlemen,—-Considering that the planof these 
libraries might be introduced into the United 
States with very benficial results, I have ven­
tured to request your attention to the subject.
They were first established in East Lothain 
by my father, in 1816, and have since been in­
troduced into several other countries in Scot­
land; into England, Ireland, Jamaica, Canada, 
South Africa, and Russia, with much success. 
The plan has been warmly recommended by the 
Edinburgh Local Sabbath School Society, the 
Hibernian Sunday School Society, the Book 
and Tract Society of Ireland, and several Sea­
men’s Friend Societies; and it forms part of the 
plan of the Committee of the General Assem­
bly of the Church of Scotland for improving the 
Highlands, and also of the Inverness Associa­
tion for promoting education in the Highlands 
of Scotland.
The plan is as follows. When it is proposed 
to establish in five different towns or in five 
different districts of the same town, a library 
which may furnish the inhabitants with the use 
of 250 volumes at the least possible expense, five 
divisions are formed, each consisting of 50 dif­
ferent volumes, and one of these is located for 
two years at each of the places where it is con­
sidered desirable to establish a library. At the 
end of these two years a general change takes 
place: the library stationed atAis removed to B, 
thatatB,to C, &c., while A receives the library 
formerlystationed at E. This change is repeated 
every two years, until the books have complet­
ed the circuit, which they do in ten years.— 
When the number ot towns is ten instead of five 
twenty years must elapse before the circuit is 
completed and the inhabitants of each of the 
towns enjoy the privilege of reading 500 vol­
umes at one-tenth of the expence at which they 
could have been furnished with the same 
amount of reading by stationary libraries.
Stationary libraries generally fail in country 
towns, after a few years, to excite much interest 
and the annual issues are frequently fewer than 
the number of volumes. The inhabitants seem 
to think that they can get a book at any time or 
that they have already read all the interest­
ing volumes which the library contains. But 
the constant succession of new books introduc­
ed into each town by the itinerating libraries, 
has been found an efficient means of exciting 
and sustaining the interest of the readers* They 
know that if they do not avail themselves of 
their privilege, while the division is with them, 
so soon as the general change takes place their 
opportunity of reading these volumes is gone. 
And if, on the other hand, they imagine that 
they have read all the interesting volumes in 
any one division, in a short time another divi­
sion arrives consisting of books entirely differ­
ent from those which they have already seen;
For the Gambier Observer- 
THE TWO DEATHS.
During the time that the cholera prevailed in 
the west; sweeping away without warning, its 
thousands to the bar ot God, the writer was
sent for by Mrs. D------in lhe *own of S----------
to witness the last moments of her father, who 
had been attacked by the disease.
He had been travelling for some time previ- 
s for the benefit of his health, and was on 
his way home to the bosom of his family much 
improved. I had seen him the evening before 
his death high in spirits from the pleasure which 
he anticipated in again seeing the rest ot his be­
loved family, and again occupying his seat in 
the house where prayer is wont to be made.— 
But how short lived are all earthly calculations! 
How truly may it be said “that our life is as a 
vapour that fleeth away.” A few short hours 
changed all his expectations here to more dura­
ble happiness in heaven; cast him from the en­
joyment of health, upon a bed of suffering;— 
and brought near to him not only death, but 
that too the most awful, probably by which 
the soul is separated from its clay tenement, 
and returns into the hands of Him who gave it 
being.
Those who have witnessed the rapidity with 
which the cholera destroys life; and the dread­
ful sufferings of its victims, are aware that there 
is but little time or opportunity afforded for re­
ligious exercises, for self examination and for 
those triumphs of grace which sometimes mark 
the last moments of the dying Christian. And 
very often the death bed of many, who are now 
shining as the stars in the firmament forever, 
and that of him who had no hope beyond the 
grave, exhibited but little difference, except 
such only as would be heeded by a close and 
interested observer. Thus it was with Mr. N
------ ; yet slight as was the testimony he bore
to that grace which could at such a moment de­
prive death of its sting, it was enough to in­
duce me to say, “may I die the death of the 
righteous,may my last end be like his.”
When I came, he was speechless, and his life
fast drawing to a close. Mrs. D------ who
could not bear to witness her father’s sufferings, 
came to the door, and expressed a wish that, if 
possible, I should obtain some evidence of the 
poor sufferer’s hope at that awful crisis. More 
to satisfy her pious wish, than from any expec­
tation that lie could either understand what I 
said to him, or had still hold enough on life, 
to enable him to answer in any way, I stooped 
close to his ear, and asked him, in whom did he 
now trust, and whether Jesus was still precious 
to his soul? To my astonishment and satisfac­
tion, he partially opened his eyes which I thought 
were closing in death; and whilst a smile play­
ed upon his lips, feebly pressed my hand. In 
a very, very short time after, I believe his soul 
winged its flight to the bosom of that Saviour 
he so loved in death.
A week or so afterwards whilst on my way to
d--- the cry was sii(hlfr>uly heard that there
was a case of cholera on board the boat. I 
was at the moment engaged in conversation with 
an individual on the prospects of the future, 
whose usual mode of escaping all argument on 
the subject, was to doubt the truth of every ev­
idence advanced, even to deny that he had a 
soul. When the appeal was made to several,re­
lative to the sufferer on the deck, this boasting 
infidel was the first to retire to his berth, and 
only two could be found who would venture to 
approach the man. All the efforts made how­
ever could not save him, and he was himself 
soon convinced that he must die. As long as
From the S. R. Telegraph,
CHARITY—PEACE.
By a beautiful personification, the Apostle 
has described this grace under the figure o an 
interesting female, who like an angel o ig t, 
lifts her cherubic form and smiling counten­
ance amidst the children of men; shedding, as 
she passes along, a healing influence on the 
wounds of society, hushing the notes of discord 
driving before her the spirit of mischief, bring­
ing the graces in her train, and converting earth 
into a resemblance of heaven. Her charms are 
sufficient to capture every heart, if every heart 
were as it should be, and her influence such 
as every mind should court; “Love suffereth 
long, and is kind: love envieth not; love vaunted 
not itself; is not puffed up; doth not behave
itself unseemly; seeketh not her own, is not eas­
ily provoked; thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth*. beareth ctll 
things ; believeth all things’, hopeth all things ; 
enduretha/Z things."
Nothing, surely, can teach more clearly, or 
more impressively the great truth that religion 
must govern the temper, than this chapter.-— 
Religion maketh the man a new creature: his 
anger, revenge, malice, and unforgiving spirit 
are all laid aside: he puts “off the old man with 
his deeds and puts on the new man;” and in 
newness of life he obeys. Christ is in him, the 
hope of glory: and his life “is hid with Christ 
in God.” We must undergo what the Apostle 
calls by a word very appropriate as well as strik­
ingly descriptive, a “crucifixion,” we must cru- 
cifythe flesh with the affections and lusts thereof. 
‘We must keep, or as the word signifi es, beat 
under our body, we must bring our mind from 
time to time, under the influence of redeeming 
grace, we must ascend the hill of Calvary and 
gaze on that scene of love till our cold hearts 
melt, our hard hearts soften, and all the cruel 
selfishness of our nature relaxes into gentleness. 
We must make all the doctrines of the gospel, 
with all the motives they contain, bear upon 
our nature; the example of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, must be contemplated, and admired and 
copied, with a holy breathing of soul for the abi­
ding influence of the Holy Ghost.
As David said, “my soul breaketh for the 
longing it hath after thee.” We must hunger 
for righteousness; pray for, long for the Spirit, 
expect the Spirit, live, walk, struggle, in the 
Spirit for holiness and growth in grace. In 
all, looking to Jesus as our heavenly patron, 
walking in his footsteps, that we may obtain 
more of that charity, that love, which is so in­
finitely important for the peace and prosperity 
of the church.
A Friend to Peace.
under the control ot Unitarians, who have for 
many years enjoyed the benefit of the funds.—
A few years since the matter was taken up 
and brought into the Court of Chancery ; and 
a decision required, whether the Trustees were 
not violating their trust. The case has at last 
been decided; and on the principle, that the 
known will and principles of the donor were 
to be the guide in appropriating the proper­
ty ; this should be the rule, where nothing 
specific is mentioned in lhe will of the do­
nor.
The court has decided that the present Trus­
tees, who are Unitarians, are not acting in ac­
cordance with her will ; and must therefore be 
removed, and others appointed in their stead.
This decision is important, because it settles 
a question equitably, which has been decided 
otherwise in Massachusetts. And the prece­
dent may have an important bearing hereafter 
in deciding to whom certain funds belong which 
have been awarded to the wrong persons.— 
Harvard College is now using funds to sustain 
Unitarianism, which were appropriated for a 
different purpose. And the time may yet come 
when a like decision may restore the perverted 
funds to another object.—New Hampshire Ob-
ETERNITY.’
The only theme that confuses, humbles and 
alarms the proud intellect of man. What is it! 
The human mind can grasp and define time, 
however vast; but this is beyond time, and too 
great for the limited conception of man; it has 
no beginning and can have no end. It cannot 
be multiplied, it cannot be added unto ; you 
may attempt to subtract from it, but it is useless. 
Take millions of years from it, take all the 
time that can enter into the compass of your 
imagination, it is still whole and undiminished 
as before—all calculation is*lost. Think on it ; 
the brain becomes heated, and oppressed with 
a sensation of weight too powerful for it to bear 
and reason totters in her seat, and you rise with 
the conviction of the impossibility of the crea­
ture attempting to fathom the Creator; hu­
miliated with a sense of our nothingness, and 
impressed with the tremendous majesty of the 
Deity.
Unless we can arrive unto a fixed judgment 
that all things here below are transitory and 
perishing, reaching only to the outward man, 
the body; that the best of them have nothing 
that is truly substantial or abiding in them; that 
there are other things, wherein we have an as­
sured interest, that are incomparably better 
than they and above them, it is impossible but 
we must spend our lives in fears, sorrows, and 
distraction.—Owen.REV. LEIGH RICHMOND.
The Rev. Leigh Richmond, on his return
from Scotland, some years ago, passed through 
Stockport, at the time when violent political 
opinions disturbed the country. Inconsequence 
of his lameness he was never able to walk far 
without resting. He was leaning on his stick, 
and looking about him, when a poor fellow ran 
up to him, and offered his hand, inquiring with 
considerable earnestness, “Pray sir, are you a 
radical?” “Yes; my friend,” replied Mr. 
Richmond, “I am a radical—a thorough radi­
cal.” “Then,” said the man, “give me your 
hand.” Stop, sir, stop: I must explain myself; 
we all need a radical reformation; our hearts are 
full of disorders; the root and principle is alto­
gether corrupt. Let you and I mend matters 
here; and then all will be well, and we shall 
cease to complain of the times and the govern­
ment.” “Right, sir,” replied the radical, “you 
are right, sir;” and, bowing respectfully, retir­
ed.— Cincinnati Jour.
MISSIONARY.
and curiosity alone will induce them to revisit 
the library.
It is considered better to station the divisions 
in a place for two years than for a shorter pe­
riod, as at first, the lighter and more entertain­
ing reading is chiefly in demand, and were the 
books changed every year chere is reason to ap­
prehend too strong a taste might be formed for 
amusing works. On the other hand, it is not 
considered advisable to continue a division lon­
ger than two years in the same place as in gen­
eral there is a considerable falling off in the 
issues of the second year, and were the same 
books continued a third year, the number of is­
sues would in all probability be very small: but 
it is generally found that when the new divi­
sion arrives the issues rise to their original and 
frequently to a greater number.
In 1830 the issues of new books at Hadding­
ton, to subscribers, were, on an average of two 
years, nearly eight and a halftimes per annum 
for each volume; and the issues of the books of 
the whole establishment (then amounting to up­
wards of 2,000 volumes) five times for each vol­
ume,or 10,000 issues per annum.
To any individual who maybe willing to try 
t ie efficiency of the plan in the United States, I
the power of speech remained, he expressed 
his unwillingness to quit life; and it was heart 
rending to hear his fervent appeals to those as­
sisting him, to save him if possible. It was 
plain that he had lived without God, as but 
alas ! too many live, and had never realized his 
dreadful state as a condemned sinner in his 
sight. The dreadful reality,however,now stood 
before him, and the awakened soul already be­
gun to feel the gnawings of that worm which was 
never to die. Oh what words can express the 
horrors of that death bed: one moment calling 
upon us to save him, the next calling upon God 
to have mercy upon the soul, another,express 
ing his unwillingness to die,and the next,giving 
way to expressions of despair. He was told of 
that blood which cleanseth from all pollution 
and sin; he was directed to a crucified Saviour 
as the only escape from the curse of a broken 
law. But all in-vain. His body racked with 
pain ; and his mind disordered from the near ap­
proach of death and judgment,he was in no con­
dition to enter, whilst the sands of life were sha 
king to their last, upon the duty of self-exam­
ination, and to exercise faith and repentance in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He died in hopeless 
despair, and his last words indicated that he was 
left to tread the dark valley of the shadow of 
death, alone.
Reader, the purpose of the above simple 
narrative, is to bring nearer to you that awful 
trial of our principles, which we must all sooner 
or later, undergo. The two individuals above 
stated were placed under like circumstances : 
both were attacked by the same disease—both 
suffered about the same length of time. In their 
hopes however they were very different: the 
one died trusting in Christ; the other alas! as 
he had lived, without hope and God in this life. 
And yet far more opposite is their state in eter­
nity. The one we trust has entered upon end­
less happiness, the other reaping the just reward 
of impenitence and unbelief.
Put this solemn question to your heart—when 
God shall see fit to call me hence, which of 
those death beds would I choose ? Pause and 
think—A triumphant one cannot be yours, un­
less you are a new creature in Christ. Have 
you then sought this change? Have you repen­
ted ot your sins—and without reserve or other 
dependance, placed your eternal welfare in the 
hands of your Redeemer?
If you have not, then 1 ose no time, even now 
is the accepted time, the next moment may not 
be yours. Your hold on life is uncertain ; and 
it needs no cholera to snap the brittle thread— 
thousands fall upon your right hand and upon 
the left, and why may not you be the next vic- 
T---------tim.
An extract from Baxter. 
IMPORTANT ADVICE TO CLERGYMEN.
‘Take heed to yourselves, that your graces 
may be maintained in life and in action.
For this end, preach to yourselves the sermons 
you study, before you preach them to others. 
It you were to do this, for your own sakes, it 
would be no lost labor. But I principally re­
commend it on the public account and for the 
sake of the church. When your minds are in 
an holy frame, your people are likely to partake 
of it. Your prayers and praises and doctrine 
will be sweet and heavenly to them. They are 
likely to feel it when you have been much with 
God. That which is on your hearts most, will 
be most in their ears. I confess, I must speak 
it by lamentable experience, that I publish to my 
flock the distempers of my soul. When I let my 
heart grow cold, my preaching is cold, and when it 
is confused, my preaching is confused also. And 
I have often observed in the best of my hearers, 
that when I have grown cold in preaching, they 
have grown cold accordingly. The next prayers 
I have heard from them, have been too much like 
my sermons. You cannot decline and neglect 
your duty, but others will be losers by it as well 
as yourselves. If we let our love decrease, 
and if we abate our holy care and watchfulness, 
it will soon appear in our doctrine. If the mat­
ter show it not, the manner will; and our hear­
ers are likely to fare worse for it. Whereas, if 
we could abound in faith and love and zeal, how 
would they overflow to the refreshing of our 
congregations!—Watch, therefore, brethren, 
over your own hearts. Keep out lusts and 
worldly inclinations; and keep up the life of 
faith and love. Be much at home, and be much 
with God. If it be not your daily, serious bu­
siness to study your own hearts, to subdue cor­
ruptions, and to ‘walk with God,’ all will go 
amiss with you, and you will starve your audi­
ence. Or if you have an affected fervency, 
you cannot expect any great blessing to attend 
it. Above all, be much in secret prayer and 
meditation. There you mustfetch the heavenly 
fire that must kindle your sacrifices.’
IMPORTANT DECISION.
For a few years past a case has been pending
in the Court of Chancery, of England, respect­
ing a legacy or fund, which was given 130 vem 
ago, by Lady Hewley for charitable purposes 
Lady Hewley was a pious person; and the in­
stitutions which she established were to be un 
der certain regulations. A portion of the in­
terest of the property was to support poor and 
pious young men for the ministry. A portion 
to sustain certain persons in the alms house, &c. 
Lady H was a Trinitarian: and her charities 
were to be under regulations in accordance with
er creet. In process of time the fund came
From the Southern Churchman.
The following letter in behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Hill,
written by the latter, and addressed to the Bishop and 
Assistant Bishop of Virginia, was read by Bishop Meade 
to the Missionary meeting which was held in Fredericks­




Six years ago on an occasion similar to tho 
present, one was set apart for the Gospel Min­
istry, and appointed by the Church to be one of 
her messengers to carry to those who were per­
ishing for lack of knowledge, the tidings of 
Salvation.
Many of you witnessed the interesting trans­
action of that day, and with some that brother 
was privileged afterward to have intimate and 
delightful intercourse, the recollection of which 
is still very dear to him, and it has been among 
his greatest comforts to be assured that for him 
unceasing prayer has been offered by you, and 
were he here to address you, he would say that 
to the efficacy of those prayers he attributes 
the blessings which he an-d his companions have 
received. The work to which you witnessed his 
dedication was in due time entered on—rela­
tions, friends, country and home were left—but 
the God of our Father, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, was with his servants, brought 
them in safety to the scene of their labours, and 
preserved them through much danger, difficul­
ty and trial to this day. Satisfied that he will 
bless his own work, they call on you to praise 
him for past mercies, and to pray for the con­
tinuance of his favour. It is difficult, indeed 
almost impossible to convey a just idea of the 
peculiar situation of the field to which the 
Church sent her first Missionaries for foreign 
lands—and without it, no proper judgment can 
be formed either as to the system or effect of 
their operations. You who live in the full 
blaze of the Gospel, and are surrounded by all 
that is lovely in religion, cannot conceive the 
actual state of those who have for ages been de­
prived of those blessings. One must see with 
their own eyes, hear with their own ears, 
breathe in the same irreligious atmosphere, to 
estimate the dreadful condition of those who 
know not God as he should be known, before 
they can fully realize the necessity and extent 
of the obligation to send the Gospei to every 
creature. The field in which your absent broth­
er was called to labor is of peculiar interest 
and to which the injunction of the Apostle 
could be most justly applied—Do good unto all 
men, especially to those of the household of 
faith—in obeying which our Church has been 
greatly blessed already.
The Greek Church professes the same faith as 
our own. Both have one Lord—one Faith—one 
baptism. The former has however sadly de­
parted from the simplicity of the Gospel, fol­
lowing the traditions of men instead of the doc­
trines of Christ and his Apostles. Proud of 
retaining their faith (in its outward symbols) 
through tyranny and oppression, and their lan­
guage by means of their Church service, Greeks 
would be ready to rend in pieces those who 
should dare to insinuate, that they knew not 
what spirit they were of.
After a carelul examination, your Missiona­
ries thought they could trace the desolations of 
this Zion, (where the standard of the cross was 
so early raised) to ignorance of the word of 
God. Believing too that “the law of the Lord 
is an undefiled law, converting the soul”—“that 
the testimony of the Lord is sure,giving wisdom 
unto thife simple”—they resolved to place that 
sword of the spirit within the reach of as many 
as came within their influence.
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But how was this to be done, where but few 
could read, where spiritual ignorance prevailed 
to such a degree, as to make it impracticable 
to convey religious instruction as it is done in 
more enlightened lands. And which must be 
imparted in a language in which the teachers 
themselves were scarcely beginning to lisp.— 
The prospect of usefulness was indeed very 
dark—and the obstacles to it appalling. He 
however, who was the strength ot his servants 
was greater than all these.
The ignorant and poor of all classes, (for 
the calamities of Greece have reduced all ranks 
to a common level as to poverty,) were collect­
ed together for the express purpose of teaching 
them to read the word of God. No other in­
ducement was held out to them, no other motive 
proposed. Hundreds of the poor pressed for­
ward to receive the blessing.
They have been taught to read the Gospel. 
Its sacred truths have been explained to them. 
In some hearts the seed has taken root, and is 
bringing forth fruit. TheLord has’given his ser­
vants favour in the sight of the people, and of 
their rulers. In the discharge of the duties en­
joined by the Gospel,many have been impressed 
with the conviction that religion consists in 
something more than the observance of idle 
ceremonies.
It is not possible at this time, and in this 
place to give more than a very rapid sketch of 
what has been done. Most of you have been 
made acquainted with the gradual progress of 
the operations of the Missionaries of the Church 
in Greece* You have sympathized with your 
brethren in their griefs and their joys. What 
they now ask of you is the exercise of faith in 
God’s promises, looking from the instruments 
to him who is the giver of every good and per­
fect gift. They call on you to testify your grat­
itude for bis blessing, on this your first foreign 
effort, by using all the means suitable to extend 
its salutary influence.
Oh 1 bow much is to be done, and what body 
of Christians should be so desirous of doing it 
as the members of that Church which so fully 
aboundeth in all tilings? When your Mission­
aries went out, the way was dark before them 
—every receding degree from their native shore 
added to their anxiety. What was to be done? 
And what could they do? were the prevailing I 
thoughts that occupied their minds. It would 
fill a volume to detail the leadings of provi-1 
dence, how gradually cloud after cloud disap-' 
peared, and your brethren found themselves, 
they scarcely knew bow, laying the foundation 
for the spiritual benefit and the immortal desti­
nies of thousands.
The Missionary work, beloved friends, is no} 
chimera—the promises of the Holy Father are 
all yea and amen, ’‘Jesus Christ shall have the 
heathen for his inheritance and the utmost part 
of the earth for his possession.” The mandate 
has gone forth, “my word shall not return unto 
me void, but shall accomplish that whereunto I 
sent it.” Your Missionaries, under the blessed 
Jehovah, have been removing the film with 
which the ignorance and superstition of ages 
had darkened the spiritual perception. They 
have known a young and interesting girl taught 
by the spirit herself, preach salvation by Jesus 
to those who never before had heard a word of 
the pure spirit of the Gospel.
Parents have been comforted by their dying 
offspring and urged to bear with submission 
their loss, by arguments and examples drawn 
from the nord of God. The aged and the mid­
dle aged; those who for years have been living 
self satisfied in offering vain oblations are now 
imploring blessings in the most pathetic terms’on 
those who have sent Missionaries to them to 
preach the blessed gospel. Their touching ad­
dresses to your Messengers are deeply affecting. 
We know; they say, that we were as brute 
beasts, till you taught our children to read, 
now the gospel sheds its light in our dwellings 
our church service is no longer unknown to us 
—we begin to understand and feel it. Lisping 
babes have been heard to compare the com­
mands of God’s word with the practices of ma- I 
ny who profess to follow them; all around is 
heard a sound, as it were in the tops of the 
mulberry trees, declaring that the day of the 
Lord draweth nigh. Now that the experiment 
has been fully tried,and the Lord granted good 
success to his work,your Missionaries urge you 
to support them in the further execution of 
their plans. Think not that the work is finish­
ed or the end accomplished. They are only on 
the threshold—at the commencement. Years 
of arduous labour will be required—-many in­
struments must be used—many a contest with 
the adversary of the souls of men be maintain­
ed before he is subdued. Your brethren have 
determined in the strength of the Lord of Hosts 
to persevere in the warfare, while they are per­
mitted to wield his weapons, and will continue 
their attacks on the strong holds of sin and 
Satan while God shall afford them life and 
strength for the contest. One of those engag­
ed in this work, has in the Providence of God 
been called to visit you for a season—for a short 
season only, that your faith may be strength­
ened by receiving a more detailed account of 
the state ofthe Missions than could otherwise 
be given. By oral communication you may 
be able to understand more clearly and feel 
more forciblythe desolations of that Zion,whose 
salvation by the cross was long since preached 
in its purity—and contrast your own privileges 
with the destitution of those who are born where 
gospel truth is unknown. These remarks can­
not be closed without offering you the sincere 
thanks ofthe Missionaries for theefficient aid by 
which you have strengthened their hands. The 
interesting relation existing between you and 
these brethren rendered it in a peculiar man­
ner gratifying that the tie between you and them 
should thus be strengthened. The new sister 
from Virginia promises to be all her friends 
could wish, she has sent to some of them letters 
expressive of her own feelings, these will show 
that the life of a Missionary, notwithstanding all 
its peculiar cares and anxieties is indeed a life of 
pleasantness and all its paths peace. May 
others be found willingto engage in this work. 
May no clime be so remote that the influence 
of our church shall not be felt in obedience to 
the command of our Lord, go into all the world 
and preach the Gospel.
These remarks are respectfully submitted to 
the Rt. Rev. Bishops, Clergy and Christian 
friends of the Diocese of Virginia. ,
F. M. HILL.
Fredericksburg May 2&th, 1836.
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BISHOP McILVAINE’S VISITATION. 
Bishop Mcllvaine expects, with divine permission, to
resume the visitation, recently interrupted, according to the 
following order :__
June 23d. Grace Church, Sandusky.
21th, P. M., Trinity Parish, Lyme.
2oth and 26th, St. Paul’s, Norwalk.
28th, St. Stephen’s, Grafton.
29th, Union Parish, Liverpool.
30th, St. Philip’s, Strongsville.
July 2nd and 3d, Trinity Church, Cleveland.
5th, Bethel Church, Boston.
6th, Hudson.
7th, Christ Church, Franklin.
8th, St. Paul’s, Akron.
10th, St. John’s, Stow.
12th and 13th, St Paul’s Medina, and St. Jude’s, 
Montvilie.
It was the earnest wish of the Bishop to complete the 
visitation of the parishes, as originally designated, without 
further delay; but he cannot expect to be able in his pre­
sent health and in the heat of summer to do more than 
fulfil the above appointments without returning home for 
a season of rest. He will expect however to take the re­
maining parishes before the Convention in September, so 
as to go from them to attend it.
The Bishop will be glad to meet,at the several points,the 
clergy whose duties may permit them to be there, both for 
their assistance and their society. Where churches are to 
be consecrated, the vestry will please have the instrument 
of donation prepared and signed, so that jtt the time of the 
visitation there may be no delay. The form of the instru­
ment is as follows: —
We, the Church-Wardens and Vestrymen of 
Church, in the (town or village) of , County
of ♦ and State of Ohio, having by the good
providence of God, erected in the said a
house for public worship, do hereby appropriate and devote 
the same to the worship and service of Almighty God, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, according to the pro­
visions of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
states of America, in its doctrines, discipline and worship, 
and by a congregation in communion with said Church, 
and in union with the Convention thereof in the Diocese 
of Ohio.
And we do also, hereby request the Right Reverend 
Charles P. Mcllvaine, D. D., the Bishop of the said Dio­
cese, to take the said building under nis spiritual jurisdic­
tion, as Bishop aforesaid, and that of his successors in of­
fice, and to consecrate the same by the name of
and thereby separate it from all unhallow­
ed, worldly and common uses, and solemnly dedicate it to 
the purposes above mentioned.
And we do moreover, hereby relinquish all claim 
to any right of using or allowing the use of the said build­
ing in any way inconsistent with the term and true mean­
ing of this instrument of donation and with the consecra­
tion hereby requested of the Bishop of this Diocese.
In testimony whereof we, the said Church-wardens and 
Vestrymen have hereunto set our respective signatures, at a 
meeting duly convened on this day of




For the Gambier Observer.
Messrs. Editors,—In the statistics of the Church in 
Ohio, published in a recent paper, you give an account op 
the organization of St. Philip’s Church Strongsville, and 
Union Church, Liverpool,so different from what was con­
tained in my missionary Report, that it appears to require 
some explana^on.
At the commencement of my labors in Strongsville, I 
learnt that a charter for a Parish had been obtained two or 
three years before, but found no accounts of any organiza­
tion. Of course I proceeded to organize the Parish under 
the provisions of the Charter. But from your statement 
I now conclude, that there had been a Parish formed there 
by Mr. Sanford’s means some years before the Charter was
obtained.
At Liverpool centre a Parish had been formed by Mr. 
Searle, with the title of St. John's Church, I presume at 
the time you specified. But there was no record of any 
proceedings fcr twelve or fourteen years; nor could I col­
lect members enough for the election of officers. So we 
proceeded to a new organization, on the east border of the 
township, under the name of Union Church. Thus it ap­
pears that my Report respecting those Parishes was correct; 
and so was your statement, except the title of Union
Church, instead of St- John s, Liverpool.
Yours, &c. A. Bronson.
[We h ave received notice of some other trifling inaccu­
racies in the statement. St. Paul's Grafton, should read 
St. Stephen's Grafton, and the parish is in charge of Rev. 
H. S. Smith,instead of being vacant. St. Mark’s Columbia 
is vacant, as are also St. Luke’s Granville and St, Paul’s
Utica, except occasional services.]
For the Gambier Observer.
IDER IN THE METHODIST MINISTRY.
:r. Editor,__The following accountof a debate and its
■, in the Methodist General Conference, recently held 
incinnati, is taken from a correspondent of the New- 
i Evangelist.
Rev. Mr. Agard, of Oneida, moved an amendment to 
•ule (concerning Admission to the ChurchJ by adding to 
nd have been baptized,’ so that the rule, after being al- 
l as proposed by the report, and amended by the mo- 
would read, ‘ Let none be received into the Church 
they are recommended by a leader with whom they 
met at least six months on trial, and have been bap -
.’ It appears that no explicit rule, requiring persons 
> baptized before admission into the Church, had ever 
ed in the book of discipline. The preachers, however, 
consider such a rule as existing by implication, and 
'Teneral practice was to admit none except they were 
ized. The vagueness, however, of the discipline on 
iubject was taken advantage of by many, and in ac- 
nodation to the sentiments of the Friends, and other 
instances, many had been admitted into the Church 
out baptism. This was particularly the case in Balti- 
, and some sections in the more southerly parts of the 
is. The evil bad become somewhat alarming, and call- 
r a speedy remedy. Au animated and interesting de- 
ensued on the motion of Mr. Agard to amend, in 
h many of the most able members took part. It was 
st universally agreed that the principle involved in the 
osed amendment was a correct and important one, and 
Id generally be acted upon, but some doubted the ex- 
incy of having an explicit rule on the subject, as they 
osed there might be cases in which it would be neces- 
to deviate in practice from the principle. They thought 
suld be left discretionary with those who had charge o 
fits and stations. It was contended by others that 
ism was an ordinance of Christ, and that the discip- 
recognized it as a sacrament, and consequently no one 
se duty it was to administer discipline had a right to
dispense with it. An instance was stated in which a per­
son had been received into the Church, licensed to preach, 
and presented for ordination, without baptism ; but on the 
fact being ascertained, he was required to he baptized before 
he was ordained. L’he amendment was carried by a large 
majority. This alteration, or improvement, is considered 
a matter of very great importance by those who were fa­
vorable to it. Some of them remarked that it was worth 
the labor and expense of the whole session ; and it appears 
to me to be a triumph of evangelical principle over that 
looseness and vagueness which is so prevalent in the Chris­
tian world, and which at the present time is evidently un- 
dermining the very foundation of vital and practical god 
liness. Such a triumph in every branch of the Church of 
Christ should afford matter of joy to all evangelical Chris­
tians.
Now, Mr. Editor, herein is a marvellous thing—not one 
only, but many, and exceedingly serious and alarming, as 
well as instructive.
It seems that no rule of the Methodist denomination 
till the above named Conference, had ever required the sa­
crament of Baptism as necessary to an admission into the 
visible Church and the communion of the Lord’s Supper.
I hat it was considered as requisite only by implication ; 
that under this implied requisition, it was only the general 
practice of the preachers to admit none to the Lord’s Sup­
per without baptism—that under cover of this mere impli­
cation, many had been in the habit of dispensing with bap­
tism ; that such dispensations were out of a spirit of accom­
modation to the opinions of “Friends", and other circumstan­
ces"—(in other words, because baptism was not agreeable 
to some, it was dispensed with lest they should not join the 
Methodists)—that in one case (perhaps more such might 
have been stated) a person had actually been admitted to 
the communion, licensed to preach and presented for ordi­
nation, who had never been baptized—that notwithstanding 
this state of things, the evil was considered as only “some­
what alarming”—that when it was proposed so to amend 
the discipline of the denomination as that baptism should 
be invariably required, it was only “almost universally 
agreed that the principle was correct and important and 
should generally be acted on.”—That still some preachers
doubted the expediency of the requisition------thought the
matter should be left to the discretion of the circuit and 
station preachers ! !
Can it be possible 1 Is all this true as to the loose prac­
tice and loose opinion of Methodist preachers on the sub­
ject of the great and divinely instituted initiatory sacra­
ment of the Christian Church'1 Has the spirit of prose­
lytism, the covetousness of additional numbers—the haste 
of increase produced such a spirit of compromise that 
preachers of a Christian denomination, professing to re­
gard the sacraments as of divine appointment, can thus sur­
render one of them in accommodation to the ignorance or 
prejudice of those whom they wish to add to their society ? 
The Jesuits in China denied the crucifixion of Christ, he 
cause it was offensive to those whom they sought to prose­
lyte__ What else is the above?
Now, Mr. Editor, this not merely “somewhat alarming 
evil,” but monstrous and appalling evil, as indicative of 
great ignorance and great unfaithfulness amongst professed 
preachers of the Gospel, is not a mere Methodist affair— 
but one in which the whole Church is concerned. Me­
thodists cannot disregard Baptism without spreading a con­
tagion of evil into more regular bodies of Christians__
We are accustomed to place some confidence in the profes­
sion s of a person, especially when he produces a certificate 
of a preacher, that he is a member of the Methodist com­
munion. We let him commune with us—He is received 
on such evidence, into membership with our Church.— 
Must we not hereafter suspect that he has not been bap­
tized ?
But what an evidence is there in the above account, of
-wliivlv kraevjr to . ilul (71(1x71 vlxw Olivia vtl
from an uneducated ministry! Why should not the other 
sacrament be compromised to “ Friends and other circum­
stances,” on the same plea? What does it teach concern­
ing the fruits of introducing the principle of expediency 
as having a right to regulate any of the institutions of the 
Gospel. Expediency, among the Methodists, began by 
making a schism in the Church without pretence of objec­
tion to the truth of the doctrines or the scriptural autho­
rity of the ministry of the Church from which they sepa­
rated. Next it laid aside the primitive Episcopacy without 
pretence of objection to its scriptural warrant, and began 
upon a new plan of creating ministers of the Gospel. Now 
it seems, it has so far set aside baptism, that many preach­
ers are accustomed to omit it, and contend that it ought to 
be committed to their discretion. Alas! Alas!
Signs of the Times.
For the Gambier Observer.
Cleveland, May 28th 1836.
Mr. Editor, I send you an extract from a letter lately 
received from one of the ladies who went out last fall to 
join our missionaries at Athens. It may not prove with­
out interest to your readers, and therefore I venture to 
place it at your disposal. The missionaries arrived at 
Malta on the 25lh Nov. and were detained there four 
weeks, and visited whatever was deemed of interest on the 
island. The writer speaks thus of a church they visited 
there.
“St. John’s is a splendid Romish church. The floor is 
all mosaic. We were struck with a bronze statue standing 
on a pe destal near the centre of the church, holding a tab­
let on which was engraved ten commandments, but not the 
ten, for the 2nd was omitted, and the 10th divided into two 
to complete the number. I could scarcely credit my eye­
sight, notwithstanding all I bad heard of tne superstition 
and intrigue of the Romish priests. When the Maltese 
ceded the Island to the English, they made this proviso, 
that they should enjoy their religion unmolested : so that 
although Malta is an English port, the Romish rather 
than the Protestant faith is supported. In the palace is a 
small chapel where the English service is performed by the 
chaplains of the army, for the benefit of the soldiers and 
their wives. It was truly melancholy to witness the igno­
rance and superstition of the Maltese. We witnessed 
many of their superstitious processions. There are several 
Protestant missionaries there.”
So much for the island upon which St. Paul was ship­
wrecked and hospitably entertained, ( Acts 28,) and where, 
after he had shaken the viper from his hand unhurt, he was 
looked upon by the inhabitants as some deity.
The following extract exhibits an interesting picture of 
the anuual exhibition of our Mission School at Athens. 
“It was written,” she says, “on the Greek Christmas eve­
ning, and will give you some idea of my first impression 
of our school. The facts are without embellishment.”
“How can I find words, dear - ------- , to express the de­
light with which 1 witnessed this day, the exhibition of 
our mission school; or picture in an adequate manner the 
interesting scene ! Words cannot do it. To be fully ap­
preciated it must be seen, and the condition of the children 
when they first entered the school known. I will attempt 
a description, although I am sensible it will give you but a 
faint idea of the good work our blessed Saviour is carrying 
on here through the instrumentality of his faithful and 
self-devoted servants, Mr. and Mrs. Hill. It has been 
Mrs. Hill’s custom from the infancy of her school, to as­
semble and give presents to all her scholars on this day, as 
a reward for their past, and an incentive to future applica­
tion. At half past ten we entered the school-room. The 
scene which burst upon me was thrilling. Opposite the 
entrance were arranged the children of the infant school 
on benches extending across the room, and rising one above 
another. On either side were benches the full length of 
the apartment, placed one before the other, until there was 
but space enough left for a long narrow table. On these 
benches (reserving those next the wall for their parents) 
sat all the other female scholars. The benches reserved for 
parents were completely filled. Many of the dear children 
had no delighted parents to witness their improvement. 
On the table was nicely arranged some specimens of the 
girls’ work which is to be sent to America—also the gar­
ments, books, and sugar-plumbs for distribution. The
scholars were dressed in a variety of costume according to 
the customs of the islands whence they came. The poorest 
4 t 1 '°U.g 1 plainly,were comfortably and neatly dress­
ed. The variety of costumes added to the beauty and in­
terest of the scene. The infants, of whom there were 
about 130 present, recited and performed their manual ex­
erciseslike a company of well drilled soldiers; after which 
some of the girls of the second classes read very well • then 
the first classes united with Mr. Hill in a beautiful Christ­
mas hymn in Greek. When the hymn was ended, the 
scholars were called by name from their seats, and as they 
passed out received their reward, which made some of their 
little eyes sparkle and feet to be nimble. When the girls 
were gone out, the boys came in and took their seats; (the 
room being too small for both at once) and passed out re­
ceiving their presents as the girls had done. Several of 
the Bavarian King’s suite, and some ladies of distinction 
knowing this custom of the mission school, were present. 
His Majesty, King Otho’s Aidecamp, was so enchanted 
when he entered the room that he exclaimed ‘the King 
must see this !’ meaning the King of Bavaria, who had 
frequently expressed a wish to visit the school. So he took 
Mr. Hill and hastened to solicit his Majesty’s presence. 
His Majesty regretted a previous engagemont, hut sent a 
representative. So touching was the scene whilst the hymn 
was singing, that both ladies and gentlemen shed tears. 
The whole number of scholars present was about 350. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hill’s talents certainly are peculiarly adapt­
ed to this station.”
I may hereafter send you other extracts from the letter 
containing the above. E. B.
DIED,
In this town, (Perrysburgh) on the 25th ult. Edward 
B. Eagle, Attorney at Law, after a very severe attack of 
typus fever, aged 27 years.
In the death of Mr. Eagle the community have suffered 
a loss which will long be felt. He has resided in our town 
something less than two years,—yet in this short space of 
time, he had gained the confidence and esteem of his fellow 
citizens, to an eminent degree, and the deep regret at his 
loss, is a testimonial that the more noble virtues of our na­
ture are yet appreciated, and command that respect which 
properly belongs to noble deeds, and disinterested benevo­
lence.
Meeting of the Bar—At a meeting of the members of 
the Bar attending the Court of Common Pleas of Lucas 
County, accompanied by his honor the presiding Judge of 
said Court convened for the purpose of expressing their re • 
spect for the memory of their late brother, Edward B. Ea­
gle, Esq., who departed this life at Perrysburg on the 25th 
inst. the Hon. David Higgins, President of the Court, 
being called to the chair, and John C. Spink, Esq. ap­
pointed Secretary, the following resolutions were unani­
mously adopted: —
Besolved, That we appreciate the worth and deeply re­
gret the untimely death of our estimable friend and bro­
ther Edward B. Eagle, Esq.
Besolved, That as a tribute due to his memory, we each 
wear mourning crape on the left arm tor thirty days, and 
request our absent brethren of his acquaintance to partici­
pate in this manifestation of respect.
Resolved,That the Chairman and Secretaiy of this meet­
ing transmit copies of the above resolutions to the friends 
and relatives of the deceased.
Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be 
furnished each of the Editors in Toledo, and also to the 
Editor of the Miami of the I.ake, for publication.
David Higgins, Chairman,
J. C. Spink, Secretary.
Mr. Eagle was for some time a member of Kenyon Col­
lege, and left the Institution at the close of the collegiate 
year of 1832, and not long subsequently entered upon the 
study of law with Judge Dean of Wooster, O. In 1834 
his energy and enterprize of character, pushed him into 
the Northwestern corner of the State, as the theatre upon 
which his talents and his industry should be exerted. The 
writer of this faint testimonial to his character, had the 
pleasure of meeting him there, a year ago, and of enjoying 
with him, the bright prospect then before him, of honor, 
and happiness and usefulness. In the very noontide of liis 
prosperity his sun is darkened, and his friends have the 
only and melancholy token of regard to exhibit toward 
him,—of keeping fresh in the mind, the remembrance of 
what he was and what he might have been.
[Communicated.
[The untimely death of Mr. E. affords additional evi­
dence to the of tlie “shortness and uncertainty of
human life.” They are here permitted to see that the 
most vigorous health in the stoutest frame affords no secu­
rity against the stroke of death. To the youthful lover of 
this world, whether captivated by its pleasures, its riches 
or its honors, this voke of warning declares that his affec­
tions are misplaced, that his hopes are liable to yield a bit­
ter disappointment, and his sources of happiness here and 
hereattertobe cut oftjand to leave him indescribably wretch­
ed, without hope of remedy or alleviation. “Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might.—But let him that glorieth glory in 
this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord, which exercise loving kindness, judgment and right 
cousness in the earth.”]
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF VIRGINIA.
This body assembled in the town of Fredericksburg on 
Wednesday the 18th instant. It was the largest Conven­
tion that has ever assembled in Virginia, the number of 
members in attendance being 108, viz: 48 Clergymen and 
60 Laymen. Bishops Moore and Meade were both pre­
sent. The opening services of the Convention were im­
pressive. Morning prayers were offered by Bishop Moore, 
assisted by the Rev. James Milnor, D. D., Foreign Secre­
tary of the Board of Missions. The sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Adam Empie, D. D., President of William 
aiid Mary College, the subject 1 Tim. iv. 16. It was a 
judicious and instructive discourse-
The revised Constitution of the Diocese, which had by 
the last Convention been submitted to the vestries of the 
parishes in the Diocese was taken up, and after an earnest 
and protracted discussion was adopted, and has now become 
the Constitution of the Church in this Diocese. The pro­
vision which met with the most serious opposition, was that 
which requires that Lay Delegates should always be com­
municants of the Church. The remarks of Bishop Meade 
in favor of this provision (which we shall lay before our 
readers next week) were cogent and to our mind irresisti­
ble. The Constitution was finally adopted by the follow­
ing vote:—
Clergy—Ayes 33 Noes 13 
Laity--- Ayes 43 Noes 14
Aggregate vote—Ayes 76 Noes 27
The ordinary business of the Convention was transacted 
with a great deal of unanimity. Only a portion of the 
revised canons were adopted, the rest the Convention were 
compelled for want of time to postpone to the next year.
Several new parishes were admitted to connection with 
the Convention.
The reports from the parishes, while they show a great 
degree of external prosperity, did not, we regret to say, al­
ia y the fears which had been excited that “a spirit of slum­
ber seems creeping over the churches, and that even much 
spiritual apathy is beginning generally to prevail.” This 
is the language of the report of the committee on the state 
of the Church, a document which contains some valuable 
suggestions, and which we shall take an early opportunity 
to lay before our readers.
The statistics of the parishes, which the Committee on 
Parochial Reports usually report to the Convention in ta­
bular form, was not furnished by that Committee—an 
omission much to be regretted.
Several alterations were made in the Constitution of the 
Theological Seminary, the most important of which was 
a provision that no professor of the institution should be a 
member of the Board of Trustees; and another which re­
quires that the last named officers shall De elected triennial- 
ly. With the exception of the Bishops, who are ex-officio 
Trustees, the following gentlemen were elected, who now 
constitute the Board of Trustees of the Theological School 
of Virginia:
The Rt. Rev. R. C. Moore, D. D., President.
The Rt. Rev. W. Meade, D. D., Vice President. 
Rev. E. C. M’Guire, Secretary.
John Gray, Esq. Treasurer. T .
Rev. John H. Wingfield, Rev. John Grammer, Rev. John 
P. M’Guire, Rev. Charles B. Dana, Rev. Alexander 
Jones, Rev. N. H. Cobbs, Philip Nelson, John Nelson, 
Robert P. Waring, James M. Garnett, John Bruce, 
Esqrs.
The Convention expressed their approbation of the 
changes which the House of Bishops recommended in the 
manner of performing certain parts of the service, and ad­
vised conformity to the same on the part of the clergy.
The members of the Standing Committee of the past 
year were re-elected.
Thomas N. Burwell, Esq. vt-as elected to' fill a vacancy 
in the delegation to the General Convention occasioned by 
the death of Hugh Nelson, Esq.
The following gentlemen were nominated as Trustees of 
the General Theological Seminary on the part of this Dio- 
cess: Rev. Nicholas H. Cobbs, Rev. Thomas Jackson, 
Rev. William F. Lee, Rev. Edward C. McGuire and John 
Nelson, Esq.
1 he Rev. Dr. Milnor, the Foreign Secretary and Gen­
eral Agent for that department of the Board of Missions, 
attended the sittings of the Convention; He was cordially 
we corned by that body, as will appear by the following 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted:
“Resolved, 1 hat this Convention highly appieciate and 
approve the principles recognized, and the measures adopted 
by the last General Convention of the Church, in further- 
ance or the cause of Missions.
“Resolved, That the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church, as re-organized 
at said General Convention, and now consisting of all the 
baptized members of said Church, be recommended to the 
support and liberal patronage of Episcopalians in this Dio- 
cess.
“Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Milnor, the Secretary and 
General Agent of the Foreign Committee of the Board of 
Missions, being now on an official visit to this Diocess, is 
most cordially welcomed to the same, and that the Rector 
of the Church in Fredericksburg be requested to make the 
most suitable arrangements for presenting the subject com­
mitted to the care of Dr. Milnor to the friends atad members 
ot the Church now assembled in this place.”
On Friday Morning Dr. Mi|nor preached to a very large 
congregation an impressive and instructive discourse upon 
the subject of Missions, and the fixedness of attention 
with which he was heard, afforded a pleasing augury which 
was not disappointed. At night a Missionary meeting was 
held which was addressed by Bishop Meade and Dr. Mil­
nor. The former read an interesting letter from Mrs. 
Hill, whose presence at the Convention was among the 
most interesting incidents; ond one flom Miss Baldwin, 
who has recently joined the Missionary family at Athens, 
both of which documents will be found in another part of 
this paper. Dr. Milnor also read to the meeting some in­
teresting letters. Among them was one written by the 
order of King Otho of Greece, by his Secretary of State, 
to Mrs. Hill, and sent to her on the eve of her departure 
for the United States. This letter, which was accompanied 
by a gold medal, exhibiting a likeness of the King, con­
tained expressions of great regard for Mrs. H. a high ap­
preciation of the value and utility of the Missionary School, 
and an anxious desire that she might speedily return, to re­
new her beneficent labors.
Dr. Milnor also read several letters, very interesting in 
their character, though somewhat amusing from their hy­
perbolical style. Several of these were from the most aged 
Archbishop of Greece, who signs himself “Nichodemus, 
Archbishop of Kidmos." One of these was written to re­
quest Mrs. Hill to assume the charge and education of his 
neice or protege—others are expressive of gratitude for her 
kind care and attention to their charge, as well as their 
unbounded confidence and regard for Mr. Hill. There 
were other interesting and important documents read which 
will be given to the public, we presume, through the pro­
per channel—the Spirit of Missions.
The impression made by this meeting was highly favor­
able to the cause of Missions, and we have no reason to 
fear, that the character of Virginia will be second to any, 
in proportion to her ability, in urging on the glorious work 
of spreading the knowledge of salvation by Christ, “ from 
the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same.” 
The collection made at this meeting amounted to about 
$800, which, by the contributions which were banded to 
the Secretary by individuals, during his visit to Fredericks­
burg, was increased to $1600, or about that sum. Al­
though this sum was principally given to the cause of For­
eign Missions generally, yet there doubtless was felt and 
ever will be felt, a peculiar interest for the Greek Mission. 
The founder of the Mission School at Athens, is one of the 
clergy and here received his commission to minister at the 
altars of the Church. One of the daughters of Virginia 
of elevated birth is of the reinforcement by which the 
Mission has lately been strengthened. It is much to be 
desired that the Missionary operations of the Church 
should be carried on, on a much more enlarged scale up 
the Mediterranean, and xve have been delighted to learn 
that views of this nature are to receive the attention of the 
society.
The religious services at the time of the Convention, 
were, as they always are, of a highly interesting character. 
The word ot God was frequently, faithfully, and impres­
sively preached. Faithful admonitions such as these, re­
peatedly urged as they were, will leave without excuse, those 
who having heard them, remain estranged from the Re­
deemer. Nor was the high duty of invoking the subdu­
ing, enlightening, comforting, and sanctifying influences of 
the Holy Spirit forgotten. How fervently this was done, 
and how faithfully the word was’’preached, events will de­
velop—the day of eternity will make manifest.
On Saturday night about 30 persons were confirmed; 
and on the ensuing Sunday about 550 disciples knelt at the 
table of the Lord.
On Sunday night, the Rev. Mr. Cobbs preached the 
concluding sermon, and after hearing the affectionate and 
feeling valedictory and receiving the benediction of our 
venerable Bishop, the members of the Convention seperat- 
ed. May they return to their homes laden with blessings 
for their families and charges—Southern Churchmun.
General Conference—The Constitution of the Mis­
sionary Society of the M. E. Church has been so amended, 
in accordance with the recommendation of the Board of 
Managers, as to take in foreign missions to share the bene­
volent provisions of the Missionary Society. The resolu­
tion to appoint a corresponding secretary, or general agent, 
to. reside in New-York, and devote his whole time to the 
Missionary Society, has been adopted. This Secretary 
will be supported by the Missionary Society, in whose ser­
vice he is to be employed, but will receive his appointment 
from the General Conference, and in virtue thereof will be 
3 member of the New-York Annual Conference.
The General Conference resolved, likewise, to send a 
missionary to China, whenever the General Superintend­
ents may deem it safe and proper.
The Liberia Mission has shared the attention of the 
General Conference. It has been recommended that one 
of the bishops visit the continent of Africa, and organize 
the Liberia District Conference into the Liberia Missiona­
ry Annual Conference, and ordain their ministers who arc 
eligible ; and that it be done during the next four years, if 
the bishops shall judge it proper and convenient.
Conferences__ Six new Annual Conferences have been
established, namely : Black River, Erie, Michigan, Ar­
kansas, North-Carolina, and New.Jersey; these added to 
those established heretofore, make twenty-eight Annual 
Conferences.— Western Chr. Adv.
Aid for the Blind.—At a meeting at Clinton Hall, on 
Monday evening, it was resolved to raise the sum of $10,- 
000, to be expended in printing books for that long neg­
lected and most unfortunate class of our fellow beings. 
The necessity for so large a sum, arises from the expensive 
nature of this kind of printing, (with raised letters,) to­
gether with the fact that no revenue can be expected, as in' 
other cases, from promiscuous sales. The following gen­
tlemen are a committee appointed to procure subscriptions, 
viz. Nathaniel Littlefield, Theodore Dwight, Jr., Wm. L. 
Stone, Charles King, John W. Walker, Professor Proud- 
fit, and Dr. Howe. Mr. Littlefield is appointed Treasurer. 
Subscriptions will be received by any of the above named 
gentlemen.—New-York Obs.
Princeton Theological Seminary.-—On Thursday 
evening the 5th inst. the Rev. Dr. John Breckenridge was 
inaugurated as Professor of Pastoral Theology m the Theo­
logical Seminary at Princeton.-W. Y. Christian Int.
Caution !—William French.
The public, and especially the clergy, the professors of
colleges and the teachers of public schools, are cautioned 
against the tricks of a certain individual calling himself 
William French. His manner, his story, his polished 
language, is every way calculated to deceive. He goes 
around the country, and is now in the West, calling on the 
clergy and the literary, felling his story of distress, and it 
is well told.—But he is a .Deceiver.—He has been at his 
present business for years. If flris caution be extensively 
published, it will save many a clergyman and many a teach­
er from imposition and the bestowment of charity on the 
unworthy. His person cannot be mistaken, owing to a 





Written by request, for the Annual Meeting oj the J3r 
Society of Lafayette College.
jfty MRS. ,. t. okay.
Ye missionary band,
Your armour now provide;
Without the helmet, buck er, brant,
Tempt not the battle s tide.
No weapon form’d on earth,
Can your fierce foeman quell;
A spirit strong, of heavenly birth,
Proud Potentate ol hell.
Of proof must be your arms,
Sky-wrought and from above ;
Form’d in the armoury of heaven; 
Annealed in ftrts of love.
Let Truth your girdle be—
Your breast-plate Righteousness—
And on your feet bind firm and fast,
Pure, perfect gospel Peace.
And take the shield of Faith,
To quench each fiery dart;
That hell’s malicious fiends may aim, 
Against the unguarded heart.
Bind on each fearless brow,
Salvation s helmet bright,
God’s Word your trusty scimitar,
A brilliant brand of light.
And Prayer—let prayer ascend,
Warm, pure, without control;
A chaib uniting earth and heaven,
The life-breath of the soul.
’Thus armed and thus secured,
Go forth o’er land and sea ;
Your Captain be the living God ;
Your watchword—Victory.
REPLY TO OBJECTIONS AGAINST TEMPERANCE 
SOCIETIES.
The following extract contains a reply to the objections 
larged by Bishop Hopkins, “that the Temperance Society 
opposes vice, and attempts to establish virtue in a manner 
which is not in accordance with the word of God.” It is 
taken from a pamphlet in answer to Bishop H. by the 
Rev. James Reid an Episcopal Clergyman of Canada.
The author has not denied that good has 
been done by means of the Temperance Socie­
ty, and the reason why he thinks it not proper 
for Christians to join it is, that its object “is one 
of the branches of morality already provided for 
by religion itself.” Has good been done?— 
Why then does he oppose the Temperance So­
ciety for doing good? Because it presumes to 
cultivate “a branch of morality already provid­
ed for by religion.” Are we then, in our inter­
course with the world to neglect the “branch­
es of morality which religion has provided for” 
us in our capacity of Church members? What 
does he allow “Christian men to establish a 
Banking or an Insurance Company” for? Is 
there no morality provided for such institu­
tions by religion? As members of “Banking 
and Insurance Companies,” are Christians left 
to devise a system of morality of themselves 
to suit their inclinations and avarice?
It is very strange that well-meaning men 
should differ in opinion on a plain question;1 
but the fact that they do differ ought surely to 
produce humility in our minds, and a constant 
watchfulness over our own hearts, that, we may 
exercis6 that forbearance and candour which 
every one owes to those from whom he differs. 
The reason which our author gives, why Chris­
tians should not join the Temperance Society, 
is in my estimation, a very good reason why they 
should, namely; that the object of it “is one of 
the branches of morality already provided for by 
religion itself.” Had its object been something 
which “religion” did not provide for,something 
which “religion” did not require nor recognise; 
the Temperance Society would certainly have 
been establishing a new rule of morality;” and, 
by so doing, setting up an institution in opposi­
tion to the Church of Christ. But has he prov­
ed that the Temperance Society is justly liable 
to this heavy charge? Has he made out with 
all his exertions, that it is attempting to estab­
lish a new branch of morality,” and a “new 
vice,” that it may award popularity to the one 
and condemnation to the other? I am not re­
quired to prove that intemperance is a vice, be­
cause the Lectuie before me has done it to my 
hands. But we “oppose vice,” he says, “and 
attempt to establish virtue .in a manner which 
is not in accordance with the word of God.”— 
The objection here advanced, with the charge 
which it involved, would require strong proofs
stroyer. Against its progress the Gospel has 
always been sounding the alarm; “Abstain from 
all appearance of evil.” “Drunkards shall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God.” In the church, 
that is, by the ministers of religion in particular 
this language should always have been proclaim­
ed with an unfaltering voice, but I am grieved 
to say that taking a little, as the saying was, to 
strengthen and warm the constitution, was too 
much countenanced by those who should have 
said, “taste not, handle not. ’ There is an in­
clination in men to drink ardent spirits and this 
inclination they will gratify, even when their 
consciences warn them against the indulgence. 
They have therefore little need of being encour­
aged especially by the ministers of the “Holy 
Jesus.” They will do it without encourage­
ment__they will do it in opposition to the most
faithful and affectionate warning. Pure there­
fore as the motives may have been, which pro­
duced the publication of the Lecture on which 
I am commenting; it should not have come to 
the light; and if it did, it should have occupied 
a lower place, than a station in a volume of 
Christian doctrines, highly deserving the grati ­
tude of the Church in general. But it has been 
published in a volume which, in my opinion, 
would be honored by its absence; and it contains 
the fact that an Ecclesiastical Convention, in 
the Diocese of Connecticut, has declared that 
the question respecting the Temperance So­
ciety, is one with which, “in their convention­
al or Church capacity, they have nothing to do. 
Now in their “Church capacity,” if they have 
nothing to do with that “question,” I ask, whe­
ther they think they have any thing to do with 
it in their individual “capacity?” Is the vir­
tue of temperance unworthy of attention in 
their “Church capacity” and, at the same time 
worthy of their most earnest attention in their 
individual “capacity?” If the Church, in her 
conventions, and by any of her Bishops, declare- 
that she has nothing to do with the Temperance 
Society, she either means that her members, 
such, at least as will choose to do so, may join 
it in their individual “capacity,” without making 
themselves liable to censure; or that she is en­
tirely opposed to it. If the former, she acts 
wisely, and by that vote of the convention, in 
the Diocese of Connecticut she has virtually 
censured the Lecture on temperance published 
by the Bishop of Vermont. But if the latter, 
she need not be surprised if the prudent men of 
this world should attempt to do what they can 
against the monster of intemperance, without 
the assistance of the Church.
But after all, what is the reformation which 
the Temperance fSocietj attempts?
It is nothing more than a mere discontinuance 
of using those liquors, as a drink, which are 
known to possess in them intoxicating quali­
ties. Men, when they are not under the in­
fluence of intoxicating liquors, have the free use 
and exercise of all the faculties which a bene­
ficent Creator had ever bestowed upon them.— 
But when theyare in astate of intoxication,these 
noble faculties are suspended, or turned into a 
state of stupor or reckless wildness, to the great 
danger of themselves and others, besides, that 
the rnjuney expended to procure the means of 
intoxication is a total waste of property, with­
out the least shadow ofreason to justify the ex-* 
penditure: and so the object oftlie Temperance 
Society is to discontinue the use of intoxicat­
ing drinks, and by this self-denial, to preserve 
the faculties of men in their natural state of so­
briety, and save an useless, unnecessary and 
pernicious waste of property, and prevent the 
long train of sorrow, misery and crime, which 
results from the indulgence. I cannot, then, 
blit wonder at any man, more especially those 
who are ministers of the Gospel of salvation, for 
exertions, to dissuade Christians from lending 
their hands to the good work. If I refuse, or 
discontinue, to drink those liquors which pro­
duce intoxication and an useless waste of pro­
perty, I ask what precept of Holy Writ do I 
transgress by the refusal? Until I am convict­
ed of transgression—which is easily done if I 
am a transgressor, and extremely difficult if I 
am not—I may surely abstain, as an individual, 
from all participation of the intoxicating bowl. 
Suppose, then, that some one of my neighbours 
should find out that I did so, and, on hearing 
my reasons, should approve of my determina­
tion to abstain, so much as to resolve on prac­
tising the same abstinence with me; and after 
him, a second; and a third one, until we had all 
the inhabitants of the parish in voluntary sub­
jection to the same simple rule of self-denial, 
what would be the harm? Where is the man
eb observer
thefts and every other moral evil,” than to ap­
ply the “same engine, and its attendant efforts, 
to direct the mighty stream of public opinion, 
and the work will be done, “without recogniz­
ing faith in the Gospel at all. We need not be 
afraid of such marvellous success from the ef­
forts of men who, according to him, work with
the tools of infidelity, as I am not aware that in­
fidels have ever yet rendered much assistance 
towards reformation from any vice.
The words reformation, cure, remedy against 
vice, are used by the author in a higher sense 
than the subject will bear, or than the use 
which the advocates of temperance make of 
them will justify; for reformation, as used by 
them, expresses no more than a mere iscon- 
tinuance of the use of intoxicating iquors, an 
never a positive strict reformation of i o. 
is not therefore fair in argument to treat us as l 
the reformation spoken of wasthe same as t lat 
which the Gospel produces on the truly peni­
tent. Yet the advantages resulting from a. dis­
continuance of the use of ardent spirits have, 
nevertheless, been found so great and so ob­
vious as to have suggested the propriety of not 
refusing it the honour of being dignified with 
of reformation,though in the strict ap
dressed to an individual for special reasons, 
“Drink no longer water, but use a little wine 
for thy stomach’s sake, and thine often in rim 
ties,” 1 Tim. iv.38. The plain inference from 
this Apostolic command cannot be mistaken. 
Timothy was not in the habit of using even 
wine. His drink was water. Is it wrong to 
follow so good an example? I cannot, indeed, 
come to any other conclusion from the passages 
referred to, and many others of similar import, 
than that the people of God are strongly warn­
ed against the vice of intemperance. When 
they abstain, then, from using intoxicating 
drinks, they comply with the will of God; and, 
inasmuch as abstinence from a vice which de­
stroys health, comfort, happiness, and hard- 
earned property, must recommend itself to ma­
ny who are not Christians, why should they be 
forbidden to yield obedience to the will of God 
in this one thing, especially as Christians are 
exhorted to “be blameless and harmless, the 
sons of God; without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom they 
shine as lights in the world?” Are they not re­
quired to serve as lights, or as examples to their 
neighbours by their conduct? If then any of 
their neighbours be induced to follow their ex-the name ui -----------------------o- — * i , . «=> . • ,,
plication of the term, it has no claim to the ap- ample in some things, though not in all thin s, 
pellation. It is an old saying that “when li- are these neighbours to be forbidden m what
to make it valid; but the proofs are lame; for ' that can condemn us, on the grounds of com- 
the whole of his reasoning is irrelevant, and of i mon sense, propriety or prudence; or on the 
such a nature as to be acceptable, without any grounds of municipal or divine law? For, if one 
opposition Oven to Christians who are zealous in : man, in his individual capacity, may discontinue 
the temperance cause, on the simple ground I according to the elegant language of the lect- 
that he brings all his arguments against an ob- turer, to make “a beast and a fool” of himself, 
ject which temperance people have never at- 1 so may a second and a third do the same, till 
tempted to accomplish by means of the Temper- j the whole of mankind are in willing subjection 
ance pledge. His reasoning is evidently ground- to the rule of “abstaining,” on the ground that
•ed on the gratuitous assumption, that the re­
formation aimed at by the Temperance Society 
is that whieh the Gospel alone is appointed to 
produce; and that, because the Temperance So­
ciety does not use the Gospel means, or other­
wise the “Word and Sacrament,” it is therefore 
attempting to establish virtue in a manner 
which is not in accordance with the word of 
God.” But if we used those means which are 
the prerogatives of the Church alone to use, he 
would be the first to condemn us, because if as 
a 1 emperance Society, we used them, we should 
have subjected ourselves to the justice efhisse- 
vere charge. It is the Church alone, we know, 
as established by Jesus Christ and his Apostles 
that has authority to observe the peculiar ordi­
nances of the Gospel. She contains the true 
light, and is herself “the pillar and ground of 
the truth.”
Intemperance lias made adesolating progress 
in the wotld. Like the pestilence, it has spread 
misery, squalid poverty and death, in every re- 
fi'nn, }n every Clime. Every class of men, 
of culdv-nWe8t c° tlie hiShest; of> every degree K ak d Lag°e to 
murderous grasp. »,rcbne^ taste, has felt its 
life from the field of the111 cYery profession in 
—from the mechanic’s s£o1CUlfUral labourer> 
and the navy—from the bar^ik” ,the army 
awful Justice—from the altar of q ,bench of 
sacred Desk, intemperance has taken l-he 
tims, bound hand and foot for shame, com V‘C" 
and destruction. Few are the families whir’ 
the limits df any man’s acquaintance that have 
not mourned under the ravages oftlie fell de­
temperance being undoubtedly a virtue, in the 
ease of individuals, considered separately and 
singly cannot be otherwise than virtue still, in 
the case of individuals in society, to any amount 
in number; and if so, numbers may unite in so­
ciety for the attainment of a determinate object 
of good and for the cultivation of a particular 
virtue, as well as for cultivating any branch of 
learning or science, without being liable to the 
charge of being hostile to the principles of the 
Gospel.
[The third objection by Bishop Hopkins “that 
if the Temperance Society could succeed it 
would be a triumph of infidelity,” is thus an­
swered by Mr. Reid.J
The process of reasoning through which the 
learned author labours to establish this objec­
tion is certainly aside from the real question at 
issue, inasmuch as it assumes, without proof, 
and then argues against principles, which the 
friends of temperance never for once adopted. 
It clearly assumes that the Temperance Society 
expects to reform the world by means of a hu­
man pledge. It would be sufficient to deny 
this charge as an unfounded slander. But un­
founded as it is, he labours to set an array of 
arguments, and texts of Scripture, and inferen­
ces to expose the absurdities of the Temper­
ance Society, against us, as if we really flat­
tered ourselves with the vain hope of being able 
to accomplish, by human means, what the Gos­
pel, for eighteen centuries, has not yet accom­
plished. If we succeed, we have no more to 
do, lie says, in order to reform the world of 
alsehood, licentiousness, gambling, scandal, 
8 ot , intrigue, fraud, murders, adulteries,
quor is in, wit is out.” When a person is not 
under the influence of intoxicating liquor, he 
is in the full exercise and enjoyment of all his 
faculties, but when liquor is in, he feels and 
speaks and acts in a manner wholly different 
from his usual habits. The reformation t-hen 
contended for is the mere continuance, in eve­
ry person, of that sobriety, and that natural use 
of common sense, which are natural to every 
man not und*er the influence of intoxicating 
drink, and is therefore merely negative without 
the slightest pretension of disputing the honour 
of reforming the sinner with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. To accomplish it, nothing is required 
on our part but only to deny ourselves ot what 
perhaps three-fourths ot the learned physicians 
of Great Britain, Ireland and North America 
have solemnly declared to be altogether unne­
cessary for people in health. If then ardent 
spirits are, in the opinion oftlie faculty of health 
unnecessary, it must follow that the property 
laid out in payment for them is totally lost.—
But the physicians go a step farther than what 
relates merely to a waste of property. They 
consider the use of ardent spirits, as a drink, as 
the fruitful source of numerous and formidable 
diseases and misery which abound in the word.
Tell me, then ye wise men, that are so much 
afraid of the heresies of the Temperance Society 
—Ye conscientious and zealous guardians of the 
faith which was once delivered to the saints— 
how a mere discontinuing to drink ardent spirits 
can add to the triumph of infidelity. The infi­
del knows, as well as you, that the vice of in­
temperance is condemned in the Bible; and in­
stead of triumphing when he sees so many peo­
ple making a stand against its desolating pro­
gress, with no other weapon than that same 
self-denial which he knows to be inculcated in 
the Bible be lias much greater reason for his 
triumph when he sees or hears people who pro­
fess to believe the Bible, setting themselves in 
hostile array against the Temperance Society.
The infidel knows that to discontinue the use
of intoxicating- liquors nannnt bn ng-ninct thfl
Bible, which boldly declares that “drunkards 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” The 
promoting of temperance cannot, therefore, be 
a “triumph” to the abettors of infidelity; but 
how far opposition to the cause of temperance, 
on the part of eminent Christians, nsa^be, I will 
not take it upon me to determine.
I might here go on to show that, if the ob­
jection were well founded, it would condemn 
more than our author was aware of, when he 
urged it, even every kind of warning and ad­
monition. We could not undertake to admon­
ish a friend, or a neighbour, or even a member 
of our families who might have the misfortune 
of being addicted to the vice of intemperance, 
without subjecting ourselves to the charge ot 
using other means than the Gospel for the re­
formation of our friend, for fear that, if he took 
our advice, to discontinue his intoxicating drink 
we should contribute to “the triumph of infidel­
ity.” I cannot much fear the “triumph” which 
“infidelity” can derive from the discontinuance 
of evil of any kind, but would rather wish that, 
if “infidelity” must “triumph,” its cause for do­
ing so may be much greater than it is likely to 
be. The Temperance Reformation took its 
rise from the labours of men who believed and 
loved the Gospel, and, under the influence of 
that grace which teaches us that, “denying un- 
godl iness, and worldly lusts, we should live so­
berly, righteously, and godly, in this world ;” 
they still carry it on. Titus ii. 12. 13. Where 
he has found proofs that can bear the inferen-' 
ces which he has crowded into this branch of his 
lecture I know not, but if I believe them, he 
must be extremely unhappy, because in the in­
crease of Temperance Societies he can see 
nothing but a “plan of morality, independent of 
faith,”—the plan of a “world which loves its 
own,” and hates that which is of God’s appoint­
ment. Truly this is astonishing. The plan of 
God, respecting this vice, as revealed in the 
Bible, is, “be not drunk with wine.” “Take 
heed lest at any time your hearts be over­
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness.”— 
Aaron and his sons were commanded to drink 
no wine or strong drink when they went into 
the Tabernacle, on pain of death, Lev. x. 9. 10.
The Rechabites drank no wine, and had God’s 
approbation to honour their abstinence. Jer. 
xxxv, 14. “It is not for kings to drink wine, 
nor princes strong drink.” Rev. xxxi;4. The 
Nazarites were not allowed to drink either wine 
or strong drink. Num. vi; 3. Are not Chris­
tians under as strong obligations to renounce 
the world, the flesh and the devil, as the Naz­
arites were? “Let us walk, not in riotings and 
drunkenness.” Rom. xiii. 13. “Even of a 
bishop it is said that he must not be given to 
wine.” 1 Tim. iii. 3. Many are the warnings 
given to the people of God against intemper­
ance which certainly would not have been giv­
en had there been no cause, that is, if they had 
not been liable to fall into the'fevil.
Were the principles of the Bishop’s Lecture 
well founded, we might, on the contrary, have 
expected a suitable number of exhortations to 
drink; for he realiy argues against the Tem­
perance Society as if its object was to defeat °lons' 
the performance of a commanded duty. But in 
all the New lestament we have only one which 
commands the drinking of wine, and that is ad* 33;
they do, because they do not adopt all the prin­
ciples of the Christian? Are Christians to be 
told, that if their unbelieving neighbours adopt 
a part of their practice only what they find for 
their benefit to adopt they are contributing “to 
the triumph of infidelity?” An infidel may 
“triumph,” when hesees Christians, who profess 
to believe the Bible, which he knows is strong 
and explicit in its condemnation of intemper­
ance, setting their faces against means for pro­
moting temperance, but I have yet to learn and 
this Lecture affords me no light how an infidel 
can “triumph” at the progress of temperance, 
as an evidence to him of the inutility of the Bi­
ble, and the efficacy of his own scheme. In 
England we have no less than nine Bishops who 
are Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the Bri­
tish and Foreign Temperance Society: and, in 
this province, we have ourbeloved and venera­
ble Bishop, his archdeacon, his chaplain, and 
several oftlie clergy taking an active part.*— 
Are all these engaged in a plan which in pro­
portion to its success, will contribute to the 
“triumph of infidelity?” According to the 
Lecture they certainly are. The Christian 
Church is in imminent danger, when Bishops 
and ministers of all denominations with the Ro­
man Catholic Bishop Doyle as their coadjutor 
are all conspiring to subvert their own faith and 
to promote infidelity!
* To these the author might have added the Bishops of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church who have taken an active
part in the promotion of Temperance Societies.----En
Rec.
MISCELLANY.
From the Protestant Episcopalian.
REMARKS ON THE STATUE OF MEMNON.
At Thebes, in the Upper Egypt, there are to be seen two 
statues, the monuments of ancient art, which are objects of 
great curiosity to the traveller and the scholar. They' are 
both of about the same size, being each about 52 feet high 
resting on pedestals or platforms 30 feet long, 18 feet 
broad, and 7 or eight high. There is between them a dis- 
tunCC Of about TAJ fecti and thoy aro placprf in a direct north 
and south line, looking directly to the east. They are al­
so both in the same posture, and are represented sitting, 
with the hands resting upon the knees, the feet and legs 
close together. The one that stands on the north side, is 
the famous Statue of Memnon, so celebrated for its emis­
sion of a sound at sunrise; and hence so commonly known 
as the “musical statue.’ The celebrated Cambyses, when 
he visited it, suspected some imposition in the matter; and 
with a view to its discovery, with the recklessness of a bat- 
harian as he was, (for who but a barbarian, would have 
conceived the thought, or have plundered and leveled the 
beautiful temples of Egyptian architecture!) had the sta­
tue mutilated, by breaking off the head and body down to 
its waist.* And after all, he detected nothing. The story 
that is told about this wonderful statue, is briefly this .— 
that it had the faculty of uttering a sound like the snap­
ping of a musical instrument’s string, and that it emitted 
this sound every morning at the rising of the sun. The 
story has the air of fiction, and yet it is well proved. Stra­
bo, the ancient geographer, tells us that he visited the spot 
with a party of friends, and a considerable body of soldi­
ers, early in the morning ; and that they beard the sound 
uttered as others bad reported. He professes himself un­
able, however, to determine whether it came from the sta­
tue, its base, or the surrounding spectators. Fausanias, 
who himself saw the statue, says that it “emits sounds ev­
ery morning at sun-rise, which can be compared only* to 
that of the breaking of the string of a lyre.” The poet 
Juvenal, who was sometime in Egypt, represents it as 
emitting continued sounds. “Dimidio magicce ressnant ubi 
Memnone chord.ce." Where magic strings vibrate in the bo­
dy of Memnon. The fact is stated by Pliny,f slid by Ta. 
citus;| but as they knew nothing of it from observation, 
never having seen it, they give only the concurrent belief 
and testimony of others. Upon the statue itself are a num­
ber of Greek and Latin inscriptions. Indeed, it is said to 
be nearly covered with them. These inscriptions are all 
of them attestations to the vocal faculty of the statue, writ­
ten by persons of various descriptions who at different times 
visited the wonder. An account of these inscriptions is 
given by Mons. Champollion, in the first volume of his 
iate work on Hieroglyphics.§ I suppose that it must be 
allowed that the Memnon did really utter certain sounds at 
tho sun’s rising. The voice of all antiquity is in favor of 
the belief, and it is generally credited by the learned now. 
Even to this day, the Arabs that inhabit the country, ful­
ly credit its vocality. Whether it be that they have heard 
it, as they affirm, or that the idea is the mere fragment of 
old tradition, is uncertain. So tells us the English trav­
eller Mr. Richardson. And he says they call it by a name 
which signifies, “the statue that bids good-morning.” In­
deed it would seem, that it really does possess this property 
even to the present day. Another English traveller, Sir 
A. Smith, attended by a large escort, visited the spot and 
examined the statue; and at 6 o’clock in the morning, he 
distinctly heard the celebrated sounds. The cause of these 
sounds, and the manner in which they were produced, have, 
however, always heretofoie been a mystery. Many con­
jectures have been advanced as to the rationale of the won­
derful circumstance; hut no explanations that have been 
attempted, have been satisfactory. It has been very ex­
tensively supposed, that there was contrived in the figure, 
by the craft and skill of the Priests at Thebes, for the pur­
pose of strenghtening their influence by the appearance of 
the supernatural, some mechatiical structure capable of 
emitting sounds at a stated time. A Mons. Langles, a 
1 rench writer, in a dissertation he composed upon the sub­
ject, and Mons Salverte, in a work on the occult sciences" 
have even gone so far as to describe the mechanism by 
which the statue, they supposed, was enabled to emit sounds 
and even to articulate the seven Egyptian vowels. The’ 
former refers the whole to the skilful contrivance of certain 
hammers within the body of the image. And the other
author improves the ideal machine of Langles, by suppas- 
ing that it was set in motion by a water-elock, constructed 
to keep time, and to move the whole structure. He goes 
further yet in his ingenious speculations, by imagining that 
the priests had the art of concentrating the rays of the sun 
by means of a mirror placed in some artificial aperture 
made between the lips of the statue ; and that this mirror 
or lens drew the rays of light upon some metallic lever 
which by its expansion acted successively upon seven ham­
mers* These are very ingenious speculations, if that de­
serves to be called ingenious, which shows the art of con­
trivance, though it be to little purpose. There are n» 
facts to justify the conjectures of these gentlemen. And 
certainly the wonderful mechanism could not have surviv­
ed the statue’s mutilation, or have been likely to keep in 
order for so many ages, and even as late down as the visit 
of Sir A. Smith. And, after all, this is a very far-fetched 
explanation. Every thing in ancient times which puzzled 
the curious, and which the moderns find it difficult to ac­
count for, is disposed of by being summarily referred to 
the juggle and priestcraft of the ministers of religion.— 
They have often had laid to their charge, things they never 
dreamed of. It is true, religion has sometimes been dis­
graced, it a thing so holy can be disgraced, by tricks and 
legerdemain on the part of its supporters. But it is only 
by impositions that impositions can be sustained. It is 
not wonderful, therefore, that such contrivances should be 
resorted to, to uphold the false systems of heathen fable.
It is lamentable indeed, that “pious frauds,” if we may 
use the misnomer, should ever have been thought necessa­
ry to strengthen Christianity. They were never necessa- 
sary. These things hojvever, we trust have for ever passed 
away. The ministers of religion need desire no other rev­
erence but that which must always be accorded to the sanc­
tity of their office and the purity of their manners. The 
mystery has by some been resolved into an acoustic decep­
tion of some sort, either in the statue itself, its base, or 
some trick in its neighborhood. But all these are conjec­
tures of a very unsatisfactory character.
The true explanation, I apprehend, can now he given ; 
and problem of centuries is solved.
Baron Humboldt tells us that in bis travels in South 
America, he had ascertained that sounds like that of an or­
gan, had from time to time been heard by travellers issuing 
from the crevices and fissures and granite rocks in the morn­
ing towards sunrise* Superstition there ascribes them to 
witchcraft. He says that he found the temperature of 
the air in these crevices to he during the day about 
50°, while the temperature at the surface was during the 
night39°; the surrounding atmo.sphere being at 28°.— 
And he reasons somewhat thus: that the increase of the 
external temperature occasioned by the heat of the morn­
ing’s sun, causes currents of air to issue from the elefts of
the rocks; and thus produces the sounds that are heard----
It is a remarkable coincidence, that about the very time 
that Humboldt made this curious discovery on the banks 
of the Orinoco, certain travellers in Egypt* observedsounds 
to proceed from one of the granite rocks that abound in 
that region. And it is worthy of notice, that they describe 
these sounds as resembling the twanging of a musical chord 
as it snaps—the same noise emitted by the Statue. I he 
wonder of the Meinnonian Statue’s emitting sounds at 
sunrise, is thus easily explained. It was doubtless from 
some unobserved fissures in the statue, which was composed 
of a high chrystalized quartzy sandstone, containing a con­
siderable proportion of iron, and somewhat resembling that 
metal in its properties and colour,—that the sound pro­
ceeded, when the elevation of the external temperature at 
the sun’s rising, acted upon the air within tho crevices.-^. 
And this explanation becomes still more probable and satis­
factory, when it is recollected that the statue was hollow.— 
Hence Dussaulx, the translator of Juvenal-into French, 
in a note upon the passage quoted from that author, with­
out knowing the remarkable property attached to some 
rocks, as discovered by Humboldt and the other travellers 
1 have adverted to, explains the matter by saying, that 
“the heat 01 the sun heated the the air which it contained 
and this air issuing at some crevice, produced the sounds.” 
And Sir A. Smith expresses the belief that the stones of 
the pedestal are so arranged, as to produce the effect from 
the impulse of the air upon them—for he asserts that the 
sounds come, not from the statue but from the base. It'is 
possible that the fact noticed by recent travellers in the 
Thebaid, and in South America by Humboldt, may have 
been known, and taken advantage of, in the construction of 
the statue, by the selection of a block that possessed that 
property. Yet it might have been expected, that the secret 
could not so long have remained undivulged. The pro­
bability is, that it was a matter which those that construct­
ed the Memnonium, did not themselves understand__
Hence the circumstance gave rise to the idea of the sta­
tue’s possessing some mysterious and supernatural faculty; 
and the notion became prevalent that it was the statue of 
Memnon, whom fable represents as the son of Apollo, tlie 
God of Music, and Aurora, the Goddess of the morning; 
whereas the Hieroglyphical legend still visible on the sta­
tue, so ingeniously decyphered by Champollion, that mas­
ter of mysteries, that modern CEdipus, so apt in solving an­
cient enigmas, determined the fact that it was the effigy of 
Amenophis, notwithstanding the popular impression, and 
and the opinion of Pausanias, that it was a statue of the 
Sun.
The present age can hardly he accused of superstition.— 
The tendency of the public mind now seems to verge to 
the directly opposite extreme. Even facts that are well at­
tested, facts even ineontestibly established, (if there is any 
confidence to be placed in testimony,) are discredited or 
doubted, merely because they are to us uncowmon and won­
derful. The study and the observation of nature tend 
greatly to remove the difficulty which vve find in believing 
these things. The accounts that respectable ancient writers 
give of the statue of Memnon seem incredible. We are 
disposed to reject the story as fabulous, or to treat it as the 
mere device of juggling and fraud. We see, I think, that 
the story is a perfectly credible one, because the mystery is 
explained. But often men, instead of giving due weight to 
human testimony, require a sign from heaven before they 
will believe. To the millions of wonders that surround 
them here below, they are,however,most unreasonably inat­
tentive. Had nature been diligently watched, arid her op­
erations, which may be considered one vast miracle, care­
fully observed, there would never have been any mystery 
about the matter now unravelled. 'jj.
• The broken head and body of the figure lay prostrate 
upon the earth for ages. Strabo tells uf sucl/wls thek 
cond.tion when he vis,ted the place. The disrupted part 
the year ] 818,of the Statue was removed to London andand is now to be seen in the British Museum there Per bl<?’ 
haps 1 ought to state in justice even to Cambyses thl’t 
trabo says, that it was overturned by an earthquake—
But there are no traces of such an event in those re-
* Messrs* Jomard, Jollies, and Devilliers.
An American Oil Well—About ten years age,on bor­
ing for salt water^200 feet through solid,rock near Burks- 
ville, Kentucky, a fountain of pure oil was struck which was 
thrown up in a stream of 12 feet above the surface of the 
earth, emitting for several days 75 gallons a minute. The 
well being on the margin of a creek emptying into Cum­
berland river, the oil took that course, covered its surface, 
and was set fire to by way of experiment, presenting the 
appearance of a river in a blaze. The flames climbed the 
hills and scorched the highest trees. This oil is very in­
flammable and penetrating, and possesses so much "as that 
it breaks bottles in which it is confined. The 'color is 
green but becomes brown on exposure to the air. It is 
extremely volatile and pungent, of a pitchy taste. There 
has been two flows in six years—the last on July 4th, 1835, 
from which 20 barrels of oil were obtained during the times 
it continued. I he oil is readily separable from the salt 
water, with which it is pumped up, by its rising on the top 
°f it—a rumbling noise precedes the eruption. It is called 
American Oil, and is in high repute in Kentucky and Ohio. 
Some say it is medicinal.
It is probably petroleum or mineral oil, one of those exu­
dations from coal formations frequently found in our coun­
try and in others. The gas may hrohably be earburetted 
hydrogen, ofteu found in conjunction with it, and forming 
an inflammable gas, whieh is usec^at Fredonia on Lake 
Erie in this State, as a natural light-house. The terebin- 
thinate pungent smell comes from the debris of the pine 
forests and timber, infused into and incorporated with the 
coal formations.—New- York Star.
A Chance for Newspaper Speculation.—There is said 
to be only one newspaper published in Valparaiso, and ‘that 
a contemptible production’—though the price is thirty.six 
dollars a year.
Tomato.—It is said that the juice of the tomato vine 
contains a most supurb innate green coloring, which is said 
to have been used as a dye, and may be made of all the 
various shades of greens from the dark to light pale green 
and when mixed with other colors, this green coloring is 
thought to have a stronger basis than any other vegeta-
| Plin. Nat. Hist. 36. II.
| Tacit. Annal. 2. 61.
§ See also American Quarterly R^iew No. 9,
New Material for Paper—A work lias just been pub­
lished in England, entitled “ Practical Observations in 
Florence.” written by John Murray, a scientific gentleman 
of much celebrity. It is printed on paper manufactured 
from New Zealand l*lax. I he general cultivation of this 
plant, particularly in Ireland, promises to be of great vakie, 
as well for the manufacture of paper as for tlie manufacture, 
of cordages which is said to be of a superior quality.
